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CITY  OF  BATH. 

December,  1931 

Mayot  : Councillor  Herbert  Chiverb. 

HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Cliainiian  : .Alderman  C.  COVVLEV. 
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Mrs.  Hocking  Mrs.  Hickman  Mrs.  Steven 
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Chairman  : Alderman  C.  H.  LONG. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  C.  H.  Long,  T.  B.  Timmins,  A.  W.  Wills. 

Councillors  : — 

Mrs.  B.  L.  P.  Devenish 
S.  D.  Kennard 


S.  J.  Amblin 
C.  H.  Deadman 


S.  Day 
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STAFF,  DECEMBER.  1931. 


The  following  particulars  are  given  in  accordance  with  the  request 
•of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer  : 

J.  F.  Blackett,  M.D.  (Lond.),  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Deputy  School  Medical  Officer  : 
R.  E.  Thomas,  M.D.  (Lond.),  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  : 

Norah  D.  Pinkerton,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.),  B.Sc. 

City  Analyst  : *H.  F.  Barke,  F.I.C. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

W.  A.  Craven,  Cert.  San.  I.  and  Meat  I. 

Assistant  Inspectors : 

W.  T.  Blake,  Cert.  San.  I.  and  Meat  I. 

J.  W.  Elliott,  do.  do. 

S.  D.  Hawkins. 

Tuberculosis  Department : 

Administrative  Medical  Officer : The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer  : 

*W.  R.  Clayton  Heslop,  M.D.  F.R.C.S.  (Ed.) 

(on  staff  of  Somerset  County  Council) 

Health  Visitor  : Miss  B.  E.  Rose,  S.R.N.,  Ex-Queen’s  Nurse 

Health  Visitors — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : 

Miss  E.  Axten,  S.R.N.,  L.O.S. 

Miss  I.  Nash,  S.R.N.,  Cert.  Midwife 

Miss  G.  Sparshatt,  S.R.N,  Cert.  Midwife  ; New  Health 

Visitors’  Certificate 

Clerks : 

C.  J.  Pring,  Chief  Clerk 
Miss  E.  M.  Bartlett 
H.  E.  Cope 

F.  W.  Smith  (part  time) 
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CITY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Medical  Superintendent  and  Medical  Attendant  : 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Consulting  Medical  Officer : *Dr.  0.  A.  G.  Collins 

Matron  ; Miss  M.  Thompson,  S.R.N.,  Cert.  Midwife 

CITY  MATERNITY  HOME,  44,  Rivers  Street. 

Medical  Superintendent : The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Matron  : *Miss  M.  Gaskell,  S.R.N.,  Cert.  Midwife 

District  Midwives  (see  page  38)  : 

E.  D.  Abbott  ; G.  Champion  ; C.  M.  Starr  ; M.  E.  Thomas 


Medical  Officer  to  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  (at  Royal  United  Hospital) : 

*Dr.  R.  Waterhouse 

Medical  Officers  to  Ante-Natal  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres  : 

Dr.  R.  E.  Thomas  and  Dr.  Norah  D.  Pinkerton 

Medical  Officer  to  Orthopaedic  Clinic  (at  Royal  United  Hospital)  : 
'"Miss  Maud  F.  Forrester-Brown,  M.D.,  M.S.  (London) 

PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

Medical  Officer  to  Frome  Road  Institution  : 

A.  H.  Duckett,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

'"District  Medical  Officers  : 

Dr.  J.  B.  Bennett  ; Dr.  T.  C.  Halley  ; Dr.  J.  P.  Hosford  ; 

Dr.  S.  Marie  ; Dr.  D.  Moodie  ; Dr.  W.  Morris. 

PUBLIC  VACCINATORS. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Duckett ; *Dr.  J.  P.  Hosford  ; *Dr.  S.  Marie 

The  Staff  of  the  School  Medical  Department  is  given  in  my  Report 
to  the  Education  Authority. 


Part-time  Officer  of  the  Council 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 

City  and  Countv  Borough  of  Bath. 
Health  Resort  and  Chief  Town  of  Somerset. 


Area  of  the  Borough,  5152  Statute  acres. 

Situation — Latitude  500  23 ' N. , Longitude  2o  21 ' W. 

Elevation — Varies  from  50  feet  above  sea  level  on  the  lower  banks  of  the  Bath  Avon  to 
about  550  feet  on  the  South  and  700  feet  on  the  North. 

Mean  elevation — 269  feet  above  sea  level. 

Geological  Formation— Oolitic  Clays,  Limestones  and  Sands  ; Lias  and  Gravel. 

Water — Constant  service  of  moderately  hard  spring  water.  Corporation  Reservoirs 
have  a total  capacity  of  63,150.857  gallons.  Average  daily  consumption,  1931, 
24'12  gallons  per  head  (including  extended  supply  to  south  of  City  for  7 
months — see  page  18)  ; 1926-30,  24  92  gallons. 

Sewage  disposal  almost  exclusively  by  water  carriage.  Treated  at  Saltford. 

House  refuse  removed  and  cremated  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

Population—  1931  Census,  68,801  (See  page  10) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  Census  1921,  14,642  [i.e.,  structurally  separate  dwellings 
occupied  by  private  families). 

Number  of  families  orseparate  occupiers.  Census  1921,  17,645. 


1 

Mean  of 

Mean  of 

Years 

1931. 

1 1930. 

1 

1926-30 

1921-25. 

Population,  estimated 

Rainfall  (Mean  of  65yrs.,  1866-1930,  31  04  ins) 

Rateable  Value  in  October  ...  £ 

Rates — Total  per  £ 

One  penny  Consolidated  Rate  produced  £ 

Total  nett  indebtedness  ...  ...  £ 

Ditto  per  person  ...  £ 

Marriages — Number  Registered 

Rate  per  1000  population,  Bath 

Ditto.  England  and  Wales 

Births — Number  ...  ...  Bath 

Rate  per  1000  population  ...  „ 

Ditto.  England  and  Wales 

Illegitimate  births  per  1000  Infants 

born  ...  ...  Bath 

Deaths — Number — Bath  residents... 

Nett  rate  per  1000  population,  Bath 

Standardized  rate  for  age  and  sex  ,, 
Death  Rate  'crude), England  and  Wales 
Death  Rate  (standardised)  ,,  „ 

Infant  Mortality — ...  ...  Bath 

England  and  Wales 
Illegitimate  Infants  ...  Bath 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  & Enteritis  (under  2 yrs.) 

Ditto.  Rate  per  1000  births,  Bath 
Ditto.  do.  England  and  Wales 

Principal  Causes  OF  Death — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
“Other”  Tuberculosis 
Rifluenza 


1 

68120 

69240 

69536 

68782 

29  08 

3277 

33  72 

30  16 

560664 

556288 

491895 

42-.  805 

10/- 

10/- 

11/2 

12/3 

2220 

2205 

1921 

1563190 

1349867 

1183799 

660571 

22-  14  - 5 

19-9-11 

17-2-6 

9-12-6 

565 

590 

553 

56S 

16'6 

16  7 

15'9 

16  4 

15'6 

15'8 

15'4 

15  7 

798 

834 

834 

1013 

11'7 

IPS 

H'9 

147 

15'8 

16'3 

16'8 

200 

58 

54 

53 

49 

969 

935 

952 

926 

14'2 

13-2 

13'6 

13'4 

10  6 

99 

102 

100 

12  3 

11-4 

!2T 

111 

9'6 

10'3 

10  9 

40 

48 

47 

62 

66 

60 

68 

76 

43 

178 

. 79 

116 

3 

3 

4 

3 

38 

3 6 

4 5 

3 3 

60 

6 0 

7'2 

90 

35 

28 

42 

43 

6 

3 

7 

12 

38 

13 

31 

37 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS-  - Continued 


Years 

1931 

1930 

i\l  can  ol 

1926-30 

Mean  oi 
1921-25 

rneumonia 

60 

71 

53 

48 

Bronchitis 

38 

33 

53 

62 

Cancer 

126 

146 

127 

122 

Cerebral  Hremorrhage  and  Hemiplegia 

36 

57 

56 

78 

Heart  Disease  ... 

189 

155 

151 

146 

Arterial  Sclerosis 

89 

85 

61 

31 

Nephritis 

44 

43 

38 

28 

Senile  Decay 

52 

56 

68 

74 

Seven  principal  “Zymotic  ” Diseases  ... 

14 

6 

13 

14 

Violence 

31 

37 

37 

29 

Death  Rates  per  1000  population  from — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

0 51 

040 

0’60 

0'62 

“ Other  ” Tuberculosis 

0 09 

004 

009 

017 

Seven  principal  “ Zymotic  ” Diseases  ... 

0'21 

009 

0T9 

020 

Influenza 

056 

0T8 

0'44 

053 

Pneumonia 

0'88 

101 

O' 76 

069 

Bronchitis 

056 

047 

0'76 

0'90 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs  ... 

026 

0'20 

019 

0-12 

Cancer 

P85 

207 

F82 

P77 

Deaths  at  various  age  periods — 

Under  1 year 

32 

40 

40 

63 

1 to  5 years 

17 

3 

18 

18 

Between  5 and  60  years 

230 

234 

248 

253 

Over  60  years 

690 

658 

647 

592 

Infectious  Diseases — Cases  notified 

Diphtheria 

42 

51 

52 

84 

Scarlet  Fever 

112 

103 

186 

113 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

2 

9 

3 

Small-po.x 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Erysipelas 

22 

33 

25 

22 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

6 

11 

9 

10 

Puerperal  Fever... 

1 

4 

3 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

21 

15 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

72 

69 

67 

79 

“Other”  Tuberculosis 

13 

10 

19 

17 

Infectious  Disease  - Attack  rates  per  1000 

population — 

Diphtheria 

062 

072 

0'74 

P22 

Scarlet  Fever 

P64 

F46 

2‘66 

1'63 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

0 03 

0T3 

004 

Erysipelas 

032 

047 

0-36 

032 

Puerperal  Fever... 

001 

0 06 

004 

002 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0'31 

0'21 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

106 

098 

0'96 

1T5 

“ Other  ” Tuberculosis 

0H9 

0T4 

0-27 

0’24 

Number  of  Deaths  from  — 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

2 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

2 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

2 

1 

Measles 

8 

— 

2 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

2 

4 

Puerpeial  Fever... 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Death  Rates  per  1000  population  from— 

Diphtheria 

0 03 

001 

002 

0 03 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

001 

002 

001 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

001 

002 

001 

Erysipelas 

0'04 

— 

002 

0'02 

Measles 

012 

— 

003 

0'05 

Whooping  Cough 

001 

— 

0-03 

005 

Puerperal  Fever... 

0.03 

O'Ol 

— 

002 

Vaccination — Percentage  of  Infants  vaccinated 

15* 

15  1 

17 

21 

‘January  to  June  only. 
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To  His  Worship  the  Mayor  and  to  the  Aldermen  and 
Councillors  of  the  City  of  Bath. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Report  which  follows  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with 
Article  14  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order,  1922,  and  with  Circular  1206 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  It  deals  with  the  health  administration  and 
vital  statistics  of  the  City  during  1931,  but  is  rather  shorter  than  the 
Report  for  1930  which  was  prepared  as  a five-yearly  Survey  Report. 

As  far  as  vital  statistics  are  concerned,  no  important  departure  from 
the  average  of  recent  years  was  noted.  Details  may  be  found  in  the 
Summary  on  pages  6 and  7,  on  pages  11  and  12,  and  in  other  parts 
of  the  Report. 

Attention  may  perhaps  be  drawn  to  certain  matters  of  special 
interest  which  arose  during  the  year.  The  first  part  of  the  recon- 
struction of  the  Isolation  Hospital  was  completed  during  the  late 
summer  and  the  wards  opened  for  patients  in  November  (see  pages 
28  to  30)  ; an  Out-patient  Clinic  under  the  Mental  Treatment  Act 
was  commenced  in  September;  a Special  Clinic  for  Mothers  for  whom 
further  pregnancy  would  be  dangerous  to  health  was  established  on 
April  1st  (see  page  43) ; an  important  scheme  for  the  further  consolida- 
tion of  the  medical  services  was  placed  before  the  Council  (this  was 
sanctioned  early  in  1932);  definite  progress  was  made  in  connection 
with  the  increased  accommodation  required  for  maternity  cases  (see 
page  39)  ; and  two  large  housing  scl  ernes  were  put  in  hand. 
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That  we  should  have  been  able  during  a year  of  serious  economic 
stress  not  only  to  maintain  all  the  usual  health  services,  but  actually 
to  add  to  them,  in  certain  directions,  is  a source  of  very  real  satis- 
faction. It  must  be  recorded,  however,  that  two  schemes  which 
would  have  been  of  the  utmost  value  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
health  of  the  community  had  unfortunately  to  be  abandoned  or  post- 
poned indefinitely — the  comprehensive  scheme  for  dealing  with  a large 
part  of  the  Dolemeads  area  and  the  proposed  Open-air  School  at 
Southdown.  The  first  is  referred  to  on  page  23,  the  second  in  my 
Report  to  the  Education  Authority. 

I have  once  more  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  constant  help 
and  encouragement  I have  received  from  the  Chairmen  and  members 
of  the  various  Committees  with  which  the  Health  Department  is 
associated ; and  to  offer  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  whole  of  the  staff 
for  the  loyal  and  efficient  way  in  which  they  carry  out  the  Council’s 
work. 

I remain.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JAMES  F.  BLACKETT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Bath,  June,  1932. 
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Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  City  of  Bath, 
for  the  Year  1931. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 


The  City  of  Bath  is  a County  Borough  with  an  area  of  5,152 
acres,  a boundary  line  of  14  miles,  and  a population  which  the  Registrar 
General  estimated  to  be  68,120  at  the  middle  of  1931.  Although  the 
Census  population  on  April  26th,  1931,  was  68,801,  it  is  the  smaller 
figure,  reached  after  necessary  adjustments  had  been  made,  which  is 
used  in  calculating  the  rates  in  this  report. 

The  circuit  of  the  Roman  ciiy  was  probably  about  a mile  in  length.  The 
population  of  Bath  is  thought  to  have  been  about  890  at  the  Norman  Conquest,  a 
little  over  1,000  in  1379,  and  not  to  have  exceeded  1,200  at  the  Restoration  in  ICCO. 
By  1801  it  had  grown  to  34,000.  When  the  boundaries  were  enlarged  in  1911  the 
area  was  increased  from  3,383  to  5,152  acres  and  the  population  from  50,721  to 
69,173. 


Although  Bath  is  to  a great  extent  a residential  rather  than 
an  industrial  city,  there  are  several  large  works  in  which  engineering, 
cabinet  making,  the  manufacture  of  cloth,  and  other  industries,  are 
carried  on.  Large  numbers  of  visitors  come  here  also  to  use  the  Baths 
and  for  other  purposes.  These  provide  occupation  and  are  a source  of 
livelihood  to  a considerable  section  of  the  population.  I know  of  no 
occupation  which  has  any  material  influence  on  the  public  health. 

Details  in  regard  to  the  number  of  houses  and  families,  together 
with  much  other  statistical  information,  may  be  found  in  the  Summary 
on  pages  6 anci  7. 


11 


The  following  extracts  from  the  vital  statistics  are  given  in  the 
form  suggested  in  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Circular  No.  1206. 


Total.  M. 

F. 

T ■ T,-  xt  ) Legitimate 

Live  Births,  illegitimate  . 

..  752  385 

..  46  21 

367 

25 

1 Birth  Rate, 

11.7 

Still  Births 

..  39  18 

21 

Rate  per  1,000 

total  births. 

46.6 

Deaths 

..  969  413 

556 

Death  Rate, 

10.6 

Percentages  of  total  deaths  occurring  ( 

Registered  deaths. 

33.6 

in  public  institutions  ( 

Net  ‘ 

‘resident”  do. 

28.1 

Number  of  women  dying  in. 

or  in  ( 

from 

sepsis  - 

2 

consequence  of,  childbirth  ( 

,,  other  causes 

2 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births  : 

— 

Legitimate,  40  ; 

Illegitimate,  43  ; 

Total,  40 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

. . • 

...  8 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

. . . 

...  1 

,,  ,,  Diarrhcea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

...  3 

Vital  Statistics.  A detailed  summary  of  the  vital  statistics  for  1931 
and  for  several  previous  years  is  given  on  pages 
6 and  7.  The  chief  points  of  interest  about  those 
for  1931  are  as  follows  : — 

The  birth-rate  was  11.7,  as  compared  with  11.8  and  11.6  in  the 
two  preceding  years.  It  continues  to  be  much  less  than  that  of  the 
country  as  a whole  and  has  not  varied  materially  for  5 or  6 years. 
Prior  to  1926,  only  on  three  occasions  (including  two  war  years,  1917 
and  1918)  had  it  been  below  14.  Since  1928  it  has  failed  to  reach  12. 
Curiously  enough,  the  marriage-rate  per  1,000  population  has  for  many 
years  always  been  rather  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  infant  mortality  is  the  number  of  deaths  of  children  under 
one  for  every  1,000  births  during  the  year.  We  had  an  extremely  low 
rate  of  40,  as  compared  with  66  for  the  whole  country.  For  many 
years  now  our  figures  in  this  matter  have  been  amongst  the  lowest 
recorded  for  County  Boroughs. 

The  death-rate,  when  standardised  for  the  age  and  se.x  constitu- 
tion of  our  population,  was  10.6.  In  1930  it  was  9.9,  but  the  increase 
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is  slightly  less  relatively  than  the  increase  experienced  by  the  country 
as  a whole.  During  the  last  generation  or  two  there  has  been  a vast 
saving  of  human  life,  but  this  has  been  mainly  in  the  direction  of 
enabling  many  more  people  to  attain  greater  ages— not  that  of 
advancing  the  limit  of  life.  The  first  reaction  to  this  is  a temporary 
lowering  of  the  death-rate  to  a point  below  that  at  which,  even  in  the 
absence  of  any  adverse  factors,  it  will  ultimately  become  stabilised. 
Conditions  being  as  they  are,  and  as  they  have  been,  we  must  be 
prepared  for  a higher  average  death-rate  in  the  future  than  we  have 
been  accustomed  to  during  the  last  few  years,  but  we  should  realise  at 
the  same  time  that  this  need  not  in  the  least  mean  any  loss  of  the 
ground  which  has  been  gained. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

Local  Government  Act,  1929,  Detailed  references  were  made  in  my 

last  report  to  those  sections  of  the 
Act  which  relate  to  the  Health  Services;  and  various  consequent  changes 
in  local  administration  which  took  place  as  from  April  1st,  1930,  were 
described.  No  important  modifications  occurred  during  1931. 

Careful  consideration  was  given  to  the  question  of  a reorganisa- 
tion of  the  medical  services  in  order  that,  amongst  other  advantages, 
there  should  be  closer  co-ordination  between  the  Health  and  Public 
Assistance  Departments.  Certain  recommendations  were  made  by  the 
Committees  concerned,  but  the  Council’s  decision  was  deferred.  The 
scheme  was,  however,  accepted  early  in  1932  and  is  likely  to  lead  in 
due  course  to  those  administrative  improvements  which  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Act  to  bring  about.  Farther  details  will  be  given  in 
the  next  Report. 

Section  13  of  the  Act  requires  the  Council,  when  making 
provision  for  ho.spital  accommodation  in  discharge  of  the  functions 
transferred  to  them  under  the  Act,  to  consult  representatives  of  the 
governing  bodies  and  staffs  of  the  voluntary  hospitals.  A report  was 
drawn  up  by  a committee  representing  the  staffs  and  a copy  subse- 
quently sent  to  the  Council  at  their  request.  A special  committee 
of  the  Council  was  also  appointed  to  consider  this  report,  but  no 
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meeting  took  place  during  1!)31.  At  the  moment,  effective  action  is 
difficult,  but  the  matter  is  to  be  given  further  consideration  in  the 
near  future. 

Poor  Law  Medical  Out-Relief.  The  arrangements  in  existence  prior 

to  the  administrative  transfer 
which  took  place  on  April  1st,  1930,  have  not  been  materially 
altered. 

Institutional  Provision  for  the  Care  of  Mental  Defectives. 

(a)  Bathwick  Old  Rectory.  Hostel  for  21  women 
and  girls,  many  of  whom  do  daily  work  outside  the  institution.  Rather 
less  than  half  are  Bath  City  cases.  Full  use  is  made  of  the  accommoda- 
tion available.  See  also  1930  Report,  page  21. 

(b)  The  House  of  Help  at  112,  Walcot  Street 
belongs  to  the  Bath  Preventive  Mission.  It  is  a recognised  residential 
institution  for  66  women  and  girls  who  are  high  grade  mental  defectives. 
About  eight  of  the  inmates  are  Bath  cases  maintained  by  the  City 
Council. 

(c)  A few  mental  defectives  are  sent  by  the  Council 
to  Stoke  Park  Colony,  near  Bristol. 

(d)  The  question  of  sending  cases  to  the  new 
Hortham  Colony,  near  Bristol,  by  arrangement  with  the  Bristol 
Corporation,  is  under  consideration. 

Nursing  in  the  Home.  A detailed  description  of  the  Authority’s 

scheme  was  given  on  page  13  of  last  year’s 
Report.  It  need  not  be  repeated,  since  the  same  arrangements  were 
in  force  during  1931. 

The  Council’s  payments  to  the  District  - Nursing  Association 
during  1931  (apart  from  those  relating  to  the  Maternity  Home  and  the 
District  Midwives)  amounted  to  £80.  This  represents  1,849  visits 
to  patients  suffering  from  diseases,  for  the  home  nursing  of  which 
the  Council  has  accepted  some  responsibility. 

For  ordinary  district  nursing  duties  the  Nursing  Association 
employs  7 fully  qualified  Queen’s  Nurses.  During  the  year  ending 
31st  March,  1932,  they  paid  28,235  visits  to  815  patients.  It  is  difficult 
to  speak  too  highly  of  the  benefits  which  the  work  of  this  Association 
has  for  so  many  years  conferred  on  the  poorer  members  of  the 
community. 


SUMMARY  OF  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  IN  THE  CITY 
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Voluntary  Board.  V.B,R.  = Voluntary  Board  with  representatives  of  Local  Authorities.  C .C.  = Committee  of  City  Council. 

* For  further  information  see  text,  page  15 


15 


A detailed  statement  of  the  extent  to  which  co-operation  exists 
between  the  City  Council  and  the  Voluntary  Hospitals  was  given  on 
pages  17  to  20  of  my  last  Report.  Generally  speaking,  the  arrangements 
there  described  remained  unaltered  during  1931. 

The  Royal  United  Hospital.  The  building  of  the  new  hospital 
at  Combe  Park  was  proceeding  during  the  w'hole  of  1931.  The 
foundation  stone  was  laid  on  October  25th,  1930,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  hospital  will  be  ready  for  use  in  1932.  Unfortunately,  however, 
serious  financial  difficulties  have  made  progress  slower  than  was 
anticipated.  It  will  contain  160  medical  and  surgical  beds  for  adults, 
20  children’s  beds,  20  maternity  beds  and  an  out-patient  department. 
A reference  to  the  terms  on  which  the  Council  is  co-operating  with  the 
Hospital  Board  with  regard  to  maternity  cases  may  be  found  on  page  39 
The  Orthopaedic  Hospital  was  provided  by  voluntary  subscrip- 
tions, but  is  maintained  almost  entirely  by  contributions  from  public 
authorities.  Extensions  now  in  hand  will  make  provision  for  100  beds 
in  all  and  include  a large  administrative  and  residential  block.  They  are 
expected  to  be  completed  during  1932. 

The  Forbes  Fraser  is  a “paying  hospital”  associated  with  the 
Royal  United  Hospital.  It  was  built  by  voluntary  subscriptions  but  is 
maintained  by  patients’  fees.  These  vary  from  3 to  6 guineas  a week, 
exclusive  of  medical  attendance.  Patients  are  attended  by  their  own 
doctors.  There  are  24  private  wards  and  four  12  bed  wards. 

The  371  beds  at  Frome  Road  Infirmary  are  allocated  as  follows  : 
Chronic  sick,  191  ; Tuberculosis,  19;  Maternity,  8 ; Sick  children,  21  ; 
Mental  cases,  132.  For  various  reasons  no  action  was  taken  during  the 
year  by  the  special  committee  formed  to  consider  to  what  extent  an 
improved  service  is  possible  by  means  of  an  increased  co-ordination 
with  other  institutions  in  the  City. 

Midwives.  The  total  number  of  midwives  practising  in  the  area 
during  1931  was  26.  For  an  account  of  their  work  see 
page  38.  No  subsidy  is  ordinarily  given  to  private  midwives. 

Laboratory  Facilities.  The  arrangements  available  for  the  examina- 
tion of  clinical  material  are  indicated  on  page  27.  The  analysis  of 
water,  milk  and  foodstuffs  is  carried  out  almost  entirely  by  the  City 
Analyst,  who  is  a part-time  officer,  in  his  own  laboratory.  For  the 
nature  and  amount  of  work  done,  see  pages  18  and  50  to  54. 
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Legislation  in  Force.  A list  of  Public  Health  Acts,  or  sections  of 

Acts,  which  have  been  adopted,  together  with 
details  of  the  Bath  Corporation  Act,  1925,  and  of  local  Bye-laws,  was 
given  in  last  year’s  report.  No  additions  were  made  in  1931. 


Nursing  and  Maternity  Homes. 

Nursing 

Maternity 

Combined 

Homes 

Homes 

N ursing  & 

only. 

only. 

Maternity. 

On  Register  at  beginning  of  1931  .., 

7 

6 

7 

Applications  during  1931 

1 

0 

1 

Number  Registered  do. 

1 

0 

1* 

Cancelled  through  closure  of  Home 

1 

0 

1* 

Appeals 

0 

0 

0 

Applications  for  exemption 

0 

0 

0 

Registered  at  end  of  1931 

7 

6 

7 

* Home  transferred  to 

new  address. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  therefore,  as  at  the  beginning,  there  were 
20  homes  registered  under  the  Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act,  1927, 
6 taking  maternity  cases  only,  7 non-maternity  cases,  and  7 both  kinds. 
No  application  was  refused  by  the  Committee,  though  two  provisional 
applications  which  were  under  consideration  were  withdrawn  before 
reaching  the  Committee  (these  are  not  included  above). 

Details  in  regard  to  the  administration  of  the  Act  were  given  in 
my  Reports  for  1928  (page  14)  and  1929  (page  15). 

Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegitimate 
Infants  and  Homeless  Children  is  available — 

(a)  at  Frome  Road  House  through  the  Public  Assistance 
Committeee  ; 

(b)  at  the  Bath  Vigilance  and  Rescue  Association  Heme  at 
12,  Walcot  Parade; 

(c)  at  the  Salvation  Army  Home  for  Women  and  Girls  at 
3,  Abbey  Street. 

Ambulance  Facilities,  (a)  Infectious  cases  continued  to  be  removed 

during  1931  by  the  horse  ambulance  owned 
by  the  City.  It  is  intended  to  replace  this  by  a motor  ambulance  in 
1932.  (b)  Non-infectious  and  accident  cases.  The  City  Council  has 

two  ambulances  and  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association  ore,  available 
for  ordinary  cases  at  reasonable  charges;  (c)  Maternity  patients  are 
moved  when  necessary  by  one  of  the  ambulances  menticred  in  (b). 
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CLINICS  AND  treatment  CENTRES 

Days  and  Times  of  Attendance. 


See 

also 

Monday 

T uesday 

We'n'day 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Infant  Welfare 

page 

• 

Centres  : — 

2.30—4 

2.30—4 

’Blue  Coat  House 

40 

2.30—4 

Walcot 

Oldfield  Park  ... 

2.30—4 

Southdown 

n 

t 9'30- 

11.15 

Ante-Natal  Clinics : 

44  Rivers  Street 

37 

2.30—4 

’Blue  Coat  House 

»» 

10—12 

’Maternity& Child  Welfare 

Dental  Clinic  ... 

42 

10—12 

Mothers, 

Special  Clinic  for 

43 

By  appointment 

{Established  1931) 

Tuberculosis — 

i 

Dispensary... 
Artificial  Sunlight 

33 

10—5 

2.30—8 

Treatment 

34 

By  appointment 

Mental  Treatment 

By  appt 

ointment 

Venereal  Diseases 

Clinic — Men 

5—6.30 

5—6.30 

Women 

5—6.30 

School  Clinics — 

’Inspection 
’Eye  ... 

... 

2—4.30 

2—4.30 

10.30 

2—4.30 

10.30 

2-4.30 

’Dental 

10-5 

10—5 

10—5 

10—5 

10-5 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat : 

’Blue  Coat  House 

9.30 

9.30 

9.30 

9.30 

9.30 

9.30 

Royal  United  Hospital 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

2.30 

Hospital 

9.30 

’Minor  Ailments  Clinic 

2—4  30 

2-4.30 

2—4.30 

2—4.30 

2—4.30 

9.30—11 

Orthopaedic  : — 

Royal  United  Hospital 

2 30—4 

After-Care  Clinic 

41 

Massage 


Daily  by  appointment. 


These  Clinics  are  held  at  Blue  Coat  House.  t 1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays  in  each  month 

There  are  no  Day  Nurseries  in  Bath. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water.  During  1931  ihe  Council’s  area  of  supply  v\as  extended  to  the 
Idgher  parts  on  the  south  side  of  the  City.  The  new  area  is  a 
considerable  one  and  includes  Southdown,  the  Fosseway  Estate,  Frome 
Road  House,  and  neighbouring  districts.  The  extension  has  been  ren- 
dered possible  by  the  building  of  a service  reservoir  on  Hampton  Down. 
Except  in  a very  few  instances  where  private  sources  are  still  being 
used,  the  whole  City  is  now  being  supplied  by  the  Council’s  own  system. 

Monthly  analyses  of  each  of  the  five  main  sources  of  supply  are 
usually  taken  by  the  Waterworks  Engineer,  who  has  kindly  kept  me 
informed  of  the  results.  The  Bacillus  Coli  was  absent  in  half  of  the  36 
samples  taken  from  the  three  sources  not  yet  subject  to  sterilisation  and 
was  never  present  in  as  small  an  amount  aS  10  c.c.  Except  on  one 
occasion  when  repairs  were  being  carried  out,  the  21  samples  from  the 
two  sterilised  supplies  showed  complete  freedom  from  coliform  organisms. 
When  arrangements  now  in  hand  are  completed,  the  whole  of  the  Council’s 
supply  will  doubtless  be  equally  satisfactory. 

Detailed  analyses  of  Bath  water  have  been  printed  in  previous 
Reports  {e.g.,  1929,  page  17).  It  will  be  sufficient  here  to  say  that 
expressed  in  parts  per  100,000  the  total  dissolved  solids  are  about  32, 
the  earthy  carbonates  about  18,  and  the  hardness  about  22.  Nitrites 
and  poisonous  metals  are  absent. 

The  four  collecting  and  seven  service  reservoirs  have  an  aggre- 
gate capacity  of  63,150,857  gallons.  This  includes  51,971,137  gallons 
at  Monkswood  and  9,334,564  at  Batheaston. 

Rivet's  and  Sti'eams.  The  general  position  in  regard  to  the  river 

Avon  was  discussed  in  my  Report  for  1929, 
page  18,  in  connection  with  the  Ministry’s  Circular  992.  No  special 
action  was  taken  during  1931. 

In  two  or  three  instances  we  have  had  to  deal  with  the  discharge 
of  small  amounts  of  sewage  into  brooks.  Otherwise  no  nuisances  likely 
to  affect  health  have  arisen  within  the  City. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Scavenging.  A new  storm  water  culvert 

for  the  prevention  of  flooding 
in  the  Bloomfield  and  Upper  and  Lower  Oldfield  Park  districts  has 


been  completed  and  is  apparently  working  satisfactorily.  As  far  as  the 
removal  of  house  refuse  is  concerned,  there  is  room  for  improvement 
in  regard  to  the  type  of  vehicle  used,  the  receptacles  to  be  found  in 
many  houses,  and  in  other  ways.  The  Surveying  Committee  is  aware 
of  the  position,  however,  and  is  considering  the  best  methods  of  dealing 
with  the  difficulties  involved. 

Closet  Accommodation.  An  adequate  system  of  water  closets  is  in 

use  in  nearly  the  whole  area.  Only  in 
outlying  districts  are  there  a few  cesspools  and  earth  closets.  During 
1931  no  conversions  took  place,  but  the  Inspectors  were  instrumental 
in  having  43  new  water  closets  constructed  and  32  old  ones  replaced 
by  more  modern  types. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  Full  details  may  be  found  in 

the  Chief  Inspector’s  Report  on 
pages  45  to  59  and  no  further  reference  is  needed  here. 

Smoke  Abatement.  See  page  57. 

Premises  and  Occupations  controlled  by  Bye-laws 
and  Regulations. 

The  position  is  as  described  in  my  last  Report. 

Disposal  of  the  Dead.  It  is  stated  in  a Report  of  the  Parks  and 

Cemeteries  Committee  that  a new  cemetery 
must  be  provided  during  the  next  two  or  three  years.  Great  difficulty 
is  being  experienced  in  finding  a suitable  site  and  at  the  time  of  writing 
no  decision  has  been  reached.  Adequate  consideration  will  naturally  be 
given  to  factors  relating  to  sanitation.  If  public  opinion  would  allow  the 
general  substitution  of  cremation  for  earth  burial,  many  thousands  of 
pounds  might  be  saved  at  this  juncture,  but  that  stage  has  not  yet  been 
reached.  I venture  to  suggest,  however,  {a)  that  a declared  policy  on 
the  part  of  the  Council  to  encourage  cremation  and  to  look  upon  it 
as  a reasonable  and  practicable  solution  of  many  difficulties  would  have 
much  influence  in  hastening  the  desired  result,  and  {b)  that  the  scheme 
finally  selected  should  allow  for  the  addition  of  a crematorium  to  the 
other  necessary  buildings  and  should  anticipate  a possible  limitation 
in  ground  required  when  cremation  becomes  more  generally  accepted. 
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It  may  be  added  that  since  the  establishment  of  the  Crematorium 
at  Arno’s  Vale,  Bristol,  in  1928,  the  number  of  cremations  has  increased 
each  year.  There  were  71  in  1928  (ten  months),  116  in  1929,  143 
in  1930,  and  177  in  1931.  Cremation  is  not  more  costly  than  earth 
burial,  there  are  no  special  difficulties,  and  every  undertaker  can  make 
the  necessary  arrangements.  Further  information  on  the  matter  will  be 
readily  given  on  application  at  the  Health  Office  if  desired: 

Rag  Flock  Acts.  There  is  nothing  to  add  to  my  Report  of  last  year. 

Schools.  Matters  of  interest  in  connection  with  Schools  are  referred  to 
in  my  Report  to  the  Education  Authority.  The  fact  that 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  School  Medical  Officer  enables  a 
very  close  co-operation  between  the  Health  and  School  Medical  Depart- 
ments to  be  secured. 

Health  Education.  The  free  distribution  of  2,000  copies  a month  of 

“ Better  Health  ” was  continued  throughout  the 
year.  There  is  ample  evidence  that  the  journal  is  much  appreciated  by 
many  of  those  who  receive  it. 

Lectures  and  addresses  to  selected  audiences  continue  to  be  given 
by  members  of  the  staff  from  time  to  time  as  opportunity  offers. 

HOUSING. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  1931  : — 

By  th^  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  300 

By  other  bodies  and  persons  ...  ...  ...  115 

415 


1.  Inspection  of  Dxvelling-lionses  tinring  the  year  : — 

(l)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2562 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  6739 
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(2)  (a)  Ni’mber  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (l)  above),  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Humber  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 

formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  '• — 

A.  Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — ■ 

(а)  By  owners 

(б)  By  local  authority  ii:  default  of  owners 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

{a)  By  owners 

(6)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 


93 

325 

507 

140 


567 

509 
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C.  Proceedings  under  sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 
of  Demolition  Orders 

D.  Proceedings  under  section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit... 

E.  Proceedings  under  section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  I'epairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  ; — 

{a)  By  owners 

(6)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 
(4  houses  were  rendered  fit  without  service  of  notices). 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close 

F.  Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925  ; 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  -which 
Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 
of  Demolition  Orders 


23 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS 


The  building  of  the  300  Council  houses  which  form  the  Fosse- 
way Estate  at  Odd  Down  is  a most  valuable  addition  to  the  City’s 
housing  accommodation.  By  the  end  of  1931  the  number  of  Council 
houses  built  (or  commenced)  was  as  follows  : — 


Pre-War  (Ballance  Street, 
Broadway,  Archway 
Street) 

Englishcombe  Park . . . 
Dolemeads 
Rudmore  Park 
Charlcombe  Lane 
Southdown 
Avon  Park 
Fosseway  ... 

Kings-Mead  Flats  ... 


Lampard’s  Buildings, 

Street  and  Excelsior 

105 

2G0 

12 

66 

18 

270 

44 

360 

88 
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Further  detailed  information,  including  date  of  erection,  rent, 
rates,  nature  of  accommodation,  and  date  of  Housing  Scheme,  maybe 
found  in  the  City  Treasurer’s  Abstract  of  Accounts. 

In  my  last  Report  the  Housing  Committee’s  five  year  programme 
(1931 — 35)  was  described.  This  was  based  partly  on  the  assumption 
that  a large  section  of  the  Dolemeads  would  be  dealt  with  as  a Clearance 
Area  under  the  1930  Housing  Act.  The  Committee’s  Scheme  (see 
Council  Minutes,  pages  518 — 520)  which  was  drawn  up  after  very  pro- 
longed and  careful  consideration  was  actually  passed  by  the  Council  on 
July  28th,  but  by  a majority  of  one  vote  only.  In  view  of  the  discussion 
which  took  place,  however,  and  of  further  opposition  likely  to  arise,  the 
Housing  Committee  felt  that  it  was  impossible  to  proceed  with  the  work 
and  the  scheme  has  been  virtually  abandoned  for  the  present.  The  fact 
remains  that  this  area  is  mostly  below  flood  level  and  contains  a large 
proportion  of  houses  which  are  lamentably  defective.  Under  the  circum- 
stances the  only  course  now  possible  seems  to  be  to  deal  piecemeal  with 
the  worst  houses  as  opportunity  offers  and  this  is  what  is  being  done. 
The  five  year  plan,  however,  will  necessarily  require  to  be  modified. 
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A good  many  houses  in  Bath  have  basements  which  are  let  as 
tenements  either  by  themselves  or  as  the  chief  living  rooms  in  conjunction 
with  one  or  two  bedrooms  above.  In  most  cases  they  are  not  technically 
cellar  dwellings  as  defined  in  the  Public  Health  Act,  but  the  conditions 
are  often  most  undesirable.  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930, 
gives  the  Local  Authority  power  to  close  part  of  a house  in  a manner 
similar  to  that  which  applies  to  a whole  house  considered  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  This  section  has  already  helped  us  to  obtain  volun- 
tary undertakings  from  several  landlords  to  abstain  from  using  basements 
as  separate  tenements  and  it  is  proposed  to  deal  with  others  either  in 
the  same  way  or,  if  necessary,  by  taking  actual  proceedings  in  accordance 
with  the  Act. 

No  action  in  regard  to  the  Wood  Street  area  was  found  practic- 
able during  1931. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

An  analysis  of  notifications  received  and  cases  removed  to 
Hospital  during  1931  in  relation  to  the  age  and  sex  of  the  patients  is 
given  on  page  61.  On  page  7,  notifications,  attack-rates,  deaths 
and  death  rates,  of  the  principal  diseases  are  summarised  and  the 
figures  compared  with  similar  ones  for  previous  years.  Further  details 
in  regard  to  particular  diseases  are  given  below. 

Diphtheria.  We  have  been  fortunate  in  maintaining  our  relative 
immunity  from  serious  disease  for  another  year.  The 
number  of  cases  notified  was  42,  but  in  the  majority  the  attack  was  mild. 
It  was  possible  to  separate  some  of  the  cases  into  groups.  These  included 
two  localised  outbreaks  among  children  in  close  contact  with  one  another 
and  associated  in  each  instance  with  one  case  where  the  child  had  a sore 
nose  and  a positive  nasal  swab.  These  and  other  special  cases  gave  us 
a good  deal  of  anxiety,  but  the  carrying  out  of  a rigid  routine,  together 
with  isolation  in  hospital  whenever  possible,  was  follow  ed  by  the  desired 
result.  Two  deaths  occurred.  In  the  first  instance  the  patient  w’as 
already  moribund  from  another  disease,  and  in  the  second,  the  child  died 
before  a doctor  was  called  in. 

Antitoxin  is  always  available  at  the  Health  Office  for  use  by 
private  practitioners  and  is  supplied  free  of  charge  in  suitable  cases. 
100,000  units  in  all  were  distributed  in  1931.  Apart  from  this,  it  is  of 
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course  freely  used  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  where  the  dose  given 
usually  varies  from  8,000  in  a mild  cases  to  20,000  or  more  in  a seveie 
one.  For  reasons  which  are  discussed  in  my  School  Report  (page  20) 
we  have  not  yet  undertaken  Schick  testing  or  immunisation. 


Scarlet  Fever.  The  number  of  cases  notified  was  again  below  the 
average  and  most  of  them  were  mild.  No  deaths 
occurred.  No  relation  between  scarlet  fever  and  puerperal  fever  was 
observed.  We  had  no  experience  of  the  Dick  test  or  of  immunising 
injections  during  1931.  Serum  is  available  and  has  been  used 
occasionally  in  the  more  severe  type  of  disease. 


Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever.  No  cases  were  notified. 


Small-pox.  No  cases  were  notified. 

Vaccination.  No  vaccinations  were  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Small-pox) 
Regulations  of  1917.  There  are  three  public  vaccinators,  two  being  . 
private  practitioners  and  one  the  Medical  Officer  at  Frome  Road  House. 

Influenza.  The  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  this  cause  was  38,  as 
compared  with  16  in  1930  and  an  average  of  34  during  the  last  10  years. 
For  a few  weeks  during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  influenza  was  more 
prev^ent  than  usual  and  most  of  the  deaths  occurred  at  that  time. 

Pneumonia.  The  number  of  cases  notified  was  46.  It  has  not  yet 
been  found  practicable  to  follow  up  notification  by 

effective  action. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Six  cases  only  were  notified  and  all 

recovered  without  loss  of  sight.  See  also 


page  64. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  Twenty-two  cases  were 

notified  under  the  1926 

Regulations — 21  as  pyrexia  and  1 as  fever.  Last  year  the  number  was 
19.  Two  patients  died.  In  one  case  a recently  contracted  cold, 
together  with  the  strain  of  the  confinement,  seemed  to  produce  an 
exacerbation  of  serious  chest  trouble  from  which  the  patient  had 
previously  suffered  and  it  was  from  this  last  cause  that  death  was 
mainly  due.  The  other  patient  died  of  pneumonia  at  the  Royal  United 
Hospital  46  days  after  confinement. 
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Maternal  Mortality.  In  addition  to  the  two  patients  mentioned  in 
the  preceding  paragraph,  the  deaths  of  two  other  Bath  women  were 
associated  with  pregnancy  and  parturition.  Both  followed  Caesarian 
section — one  in  a nursing  home  away  from  Bath  and  the  other  at  the 
Royal  United  Hospital. 


There  were  four  cases  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  with  two 
deaths,  and  one  case  of  acute  polio-encephalitis.  See  pages  61  and  62. 

No  cases  of  malaria,  dysentery,  psittacosis,  or  anthrax,  were 
known  to  have  occurred. 

We  had  no  evidence  of  any  unusual  incidence  of  epidemic 
jaundice  or  rheumatic  fever.  Measles  of  a rather  severe  type  was 
prevalent  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  there  were  eight  deaths. 
One  death  was  caused  by  whooping  cough. 

Head  teachers  are  provided  with  a special  form  on  which  they  are 
asked  to  give  the  names  of  children  absent  on  account  of  infectious 
disease.  These  are  very  helpful  as  a guide  to  the  amount  and 
distribution  of  the  non-notifiable  infections.  We  do  not,  however, 
depend  upon  them  for  action,  since  we  are  in  a position  to  obtain 
similar  information  through  a variety  of  other  channels. 

Disinfection  of  rooms  occupied  by  patients  suffering  from  scarlet 
fever  and  diphtheria  is  carried  out  as  soon  as  the  patient 
is  removed  to  Hospital,  or  is  stated  by  the  doctor  to  have  recovered. 
Routine  disinfection  is  also  undertaken  in  connection  with  tuberculosis. 
We  are  also  prepared  to  disinfect  after  cancer  or  severe  sepsis  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  doctor,  with  or  without  a small  charge  according 
to  circumstances. 

Facilities  for  the  cleansing  of  persons  and  disinfection  of  clothing 
infested  with  vermin  are  provided  at  the  Disinfecting  Station  at  the 
Destructor  Works,  but  were  little  used  for  this  particular  purpose 
during  1931. 

A complete  list  of  diseases  notifiable  in  Bath  was  given  in  my  last 
Report  (page  36). 

For  Hospital  procedure  and  administration  see  page  28. 
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For  Tuberculosis,  Venereal  Diseases,  and  Cancer,  see  pages  32 
to  37. 

For  Rat  infestation  see  page  58 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified,  Admittances  to 
Hospital,  and  Deaths  during  the  Year  1931. 


Total  cases 

Cases 

admitted  to 

Total 

Disease. 

Notified. 

Hospital. 

Deatiis 

Diphtheria 

42 

47=:= 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

112 

101 

— 

Erysipelas 

22 

5 

3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

6 

2 

— 

Pneumonia 

46 

13 

13 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

21 

9 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

4 

1 

2 

Acute  Polio-Encephalitis 

1 

— 

— 

* Including  six  “carriers.” 


An  analysis  of  cases  under  age  groups  will  be  found  on  page  61 
and  for  deaths  on  pages  62  and  63. 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

The  City  undertakes  the  following  pathological  examinations  free 
of  charge  for  priv^ate  practitioners:  {a)  Throat  and  Nose  Swabs; 
{b)  blood  and  other  material  in  suspected  Typhoid ; (c)  sputum  for 
Tubercle  Bacillus  ; {d)  blood  specimens  and  slides  in  suspected  Venereal 
Disease;  {e)  for  certain  other  conditions,  including  puerperal  pyrexia. 

A considerable  number  of  investigations  are  made  in  connection 
with  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  School  Clinics. 

In  addition,  samples  of  milk  were  examined  for  tubercle  bacilli 
by  guinea  pig  inoculation.  All  were  negative. 

Pathological  Examinations.  The  following  table  indicates  the 

nature  and  extent  of  the  examina- 
tions made  during  1931  and  also  the  places  where  they  were  under- 
taken : — 
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Examinations  Positive.  Negative.  Total. 


b 

Diphtheria  Bacillus 

93 

-.  800 

-.  893 

b 

do.  Virulence 

— 

1 

1 

ab 

Gonococcus 

24 

39 

-.  63 

b 

Spirochetes 

— 

— 

— 

a 

Wassermann  Reaction 

114 

b 

Typhoid  Group  • ••■ 

— 

13 

13 

c 

Tubercle  Bacillus--.. 

d 

Ringworm  Fungus 

♦ 

b 

Dysentery... 

1 

1 

b 

Enteritis  ... 

1 

1 

b 

Meningococcus  ... 

2 

2 

b 

Analysis  of  Urine 

6 

b 

Milk  for  tubercle  bacillus 

4 

4 

a Bristol  University  Pathological  Department. 

b Bath  Central  Laboratory.  c Somerset  County  Laboratory. 

d School  Clinic. 

* Exact  numbers  not  available-  In  the  case  of  tubercle,  sputum  from 
all  new  cases  at  the  dispensary  is  examined  as  far  as  possible,  and 
60  examinations  were  made  at  the  request  of  private  practitioners. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

In  my  last  Report  I gave  a brief  description  of  the  old  Hospital 
and  of  the  changes  involved  in  the  reconstruction  scheme  which  the 
Council  intended  to  carry  out.  Stage  1 was  completed  during  the  year. 
It  included  the  follow'ing  : — 

Administration  Block  remodelled  and  considerably  enlarged. 
Ward  Block  for  22  beds  (Block  “ B ”). 
do.  16  do.  (Block  “A”). 

Technical  Block  for  boiler,  laundry,  disinfector,  and  central 
heating. 

Road  construction. 

Except  for  the  old  cottage,  none  of  the  existing  structures  were 
demolished.  The  new  wards  were  first  used  on  November  4lh. 

It  had  been  intended  to  proceed  with  Stage  2 when  the  first 
Stage  was  finished,  but  in  view  of  the  serious  economic  situation  which 
arose  in  the  autumn,  the  Council  decided  to  await  a more  favourable 
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time.  The  chief  disadvantages  of  this  are  (a)  that  one  at  least  of  the 
old  wooden  blocks  must  be  kept  in  a condition  to  admit  patients  ; (b)  the 
overhead  charges  are  little  less  than  they  would  be  for  the  whole  new 
hospital,  and  (c)  we  are  not  in  so  satisfactory  a position  to  deal  with 
epidemics  of  any  severity,  or  with  the  emergencies  which  the  cubicle 
block  is  designed  to  meet. 

The  estimated  cost  of  Stage  1 was  £41,347  and  the  actual  cost 
^40,361. 

The  new  blocks  for  patients  are  admirably  designed.  Each 
contains  two  large  wards  and  two  small  single  bed  wards.  The  small  ones 
can  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the  large  ones,  or,  if  the  communicating 
door  be  locked,  can  be  kept  entirely  separate  and  approached  only  from 
the  outside.  The  accommodation  may  be  represented  thus : 

Block  A.  8 + 6 + 1 + 1 = 16 
„ B.  12  + 8 + 1 4-  1 = 22 

The  blocks  are  identical  except  for  the  size  of  the  large  wards. 
See  plan  on  page  29. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  Medical  Superintendent 
and  is  responsible  for  the  treatment  of  patients.  Cases  of  infectious 
disease  from  the  Bath  Rural  District  and  occasionally  from  other  areas 
are  admitted  by  arrangement. 

The  Hospital  has  not  sufficient  beds  to  be  recognised  by  the  General 
Nursing  Council  as  a training  school  for  nurses  and  there  is  no  immediate 
prospect  of  this  handicap  being  removed.  As  an  indication  of  possible 
future  policy  in  this  connection,  but  without  further  discussion  at  the 
moment,  I quote  the  following  recommendation  of  the  recent  Lancet 
Commission  on  Nursing  (page  142,  paragraph  286)  : — 

“ Hospitals  which  are  not  approved  (i.e.,  as  training  schools)  by 
the  General  Nursing  Council  should  not  seek  to  enlist  probationers  for 
training  but  should  be  staffed  by  trained  nurses  and  domestic  workers.” 
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Hospital  Statistics. 

Cases  admitted  as : 
Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  Carriers 
Erysipelas 
Measles 
Mumps 

Whooping  Cough 
Chicken-pox 


January  1st  to  December  31st,  1931. 


Number. 


Deaths. 


Pi  tv  Rural.  Citv.  Rural 


42  10  1 — 

101  8 — — 

6 2 1 — 


12  - 

1 — 
6 

i — 


3 


Totals 


170  20  5 — 


Number  of  “ patient  days  ” 
Average  daily  number  in  Hospital 
Monthly  average — maximum 
,,  ,,  — minimum 


Average 


1931. 

1926-30. 

1921-25. 

7276 

9383 

8599 

20.0 

25.7 

23.6 

33 

39 

49 

9 

16 

11 

The  following  changes  of  diagnosis  were  made  in  Hospital: — ■ 
Diphtheria  to  Broncho-pneumonia;  Diphtheria  carrier  to  Diphtheria; 
Scarlet  Fever  to  Meas'es  ; Scarlet  Fever  to  Scarlet  Fever  plus  Diphtheria  ; 
Mumps  to  septic  Adenitis;  Measles  to  Erythema;  (one  case  each), 

In  one  other  instance  of  Diphtheria  and  two  of  Scarlet  Fever  the 
diagnosis  was  considered  to  be  wrong. 

On  two  occasions,  patients  admitted  with  Scarlet  Fever  were  at 
the  same  time  incubating  Chicken-pox.  The  first  led  to  one  other  case 
and  the  second  to  eight. 

One  patient  appeared  to  have  had  two  separate  attacks  of 
Diphtheria  during  the  year  and  was  admitted  twice  in  consequence. 

Three  patients  contracted  Measles  while  in  the  Hospital. 

Two  Scarlet  Fever  patients  developed  secondary  rashes  (the 
original  diagnosis  was  not  questioned)  and  in  two  the  Scarlet  Fever 
was  complicated  by  Erysipelas.  In  all  these  recovery  was  uneventful, 
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In  the  case  of  the  patient  admitted  for  Diphtheria  who  subse- 
quently died,  it  was  considered  that  the  diagnosis  was  wrong  and  death 
was  attributed  to  a non-diphtheritic  broncho-pneumonia. 

The  Diphtheria  carrier  who  died  was  suffering  from  advanced 
Hodgkin’s  disease  and  showed  no  clinical  evidence  of  Diphtheria. 

BUND  PERSONS. 

The  Blind  Persons  Act  of  1920  is  administered  by  the  City 
Council  through  the  Health  Committee,  but  the  actual  arrangements 
are  carried  out  by  the  Bath  Society  for  the  Blind,  upon  whose 
Committee  there  are  five  co-opted  members  of  the  City  Council. 

The  Society’s  Report  for  1930-31  states  that  the  number  of  blind 
persons  known  to  live  in  the  City  is  192  and  that  of  these,  157  are  over 
50  years  of  age.  About  90  receive  grants  which  vary  from  1/-  to  22/6 
a week.  The  total  cost  of  the  Society’s  activities,  including  all  allow- 
ances, for  the  year  ending  March  31st,  1931,  was  /’2,584.  Towards 
this  the  Council  contributed  ;^2, 271. 

No  important  change  took  place  during  1931,  but  efforts  to 
find  a more  suitable  Centre  than  the  one  in  Old  Orchard  Street  were 
continued.  (Negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  another  house  were 
completed  early  in  1932). 

In  view  of  the  recent  Report  of  the  Union  of  Counties  Associations 
for  the  Blind  it  is  of  interest  to  state  that  before  the  name  of  a blind 
person  is  added  to  the  Register,  the  advice  of  an  ophthalmic  surgeon  is 
obtained. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

85  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year — 72  pulmonary  and 
13  non-pulmonary.  This  is  practically  the  same  as  the  average  for  each 
of  the  two  preceding  five-yearly  periods  An  analysis  according  to  age 
and  sex  is  given  on  page  61. 

Of  the  85  cases  notified,  17  (all  pulmonary)  had  died  by  31st 
March,  1932,  11  within  three  months  of  notification.  32  of  them  were 
included  among  admissions  to  sanatoria  during  the  year,  30  to  W’insley 
and  2 elsewhere.  The  total  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  of 
Notifications  on  31st  December,  1931,  was  442. 
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Deaths.  The  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  tuberculosis  was  41 — 35 
pulmonary  and  6 non-pulmonary.  This  is  rather  higher  than 
the  phenomenally  low  record  of  1930.  For  pulmonary  disease,  however, 
the  average  for  the  last  two  years  is  only  about  three-quarters  of  that 
for  the  previous  10  years. 

Six  of  the  38  patients  who  died  in  the  City  (there  were  three 
“inward  transfers”)  had  not  been  notified  — 3 pulmonary  and  3 non- 
pulmonary.  In  five  cases  the  diagnosis  was  not  established  until 
immediately  before  (or  in  one  instance  after)  death.  In  the  sixth,  the 
disease  was  of  long  duration  and  notification  was  supposed  to  have  been 
made  many  years  ago.  The  ratio  of  non-notified  to  total  deaths  was 
16%.  Generally  speaking,  notification  is  carried  out  satisfactorily  in 
the  area  and  there  is  no  occasion  for  action  on  the  ground  of  wilful 
neglect  or  refusal  to  notify. 

The  Dispensary  at  26,  Charles  Street  is  administered  entirely  by  the 
Somerset  County  Council,  one  of  whose  Medical 
Officers  attends  every  Monday  and  Friday.  It  is  at  the  service  of 
all  City  cases,  insured  and  non-insured,  and  also  of  a few  County 
patients  living  outside  the  boundary.  The  whole  cost  is  charged  to  the 
City,  except  that  in  respect  of  County  cases  a pro-rata  deduction  based 
on  attendances  is  made.  Attendances  for  1931  were  as  follows  ; — 

Bath  County 

Patients.  Patients. 

New  cases  ...  314  ...  60 

Return  visits  ...  1206  ...  234 

Milk  (and  occasionally  other  food)  was  distributed  at  the  Council’s 
expense  to  71  individual  patients  in  1931.  The  cost  (year  ended  31st 
March,  1932)  was  £^^. 

During  the  year  the  City  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  paid  2065 
effective  visits,  as  well  as  being  in  regular  attendance  with  the  Medical 
Officer  at  the  Clinic. 

By  a resolution  of  the  City  Council  passed  in  January,  1932,  the 
administration  of  the  Dispensary  service  is  to  be  transferred  to  our  own 
Health  Department,  but  the  change  is  not  likely  to  take  effect  until 
1933.  Details  will  be  given  in  the  next  Report. 
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Sanatorium  Treatment.  The  Council  has  purchased  and  maintains 

14  beds  at  Winsley  Sanatorium.  This 
institution,  which  is  six  miles  from  the  City,  was  founded  in  1904  and 
now  contains  119  beds.  It  is  intended  for  cases  of  early  tuberculosis  in 
adults  and  is  reserved  almost  exclusively  for  patients  sent  by  the  Councils 
of  Wiltshire,  Bristol  and  Bath. 

In  addition  to  those  at  Winsley,  a number  of  beds  are  available 
for  tuberculous  disease  in  children  and  for  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
in  adults  in  institutions  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the 
purpose.  Children  suffering  from  crippling  defects  due  to  tuberculosis 
are  sent  to  the  Combe  Park  Orthopaedic  Hospital.  During  1931,  43 
patients  were  discharged  from  Winsley  on  completion  of  treatment,  2 
from  Combe  Park,  4 from  the  Hunts  County  Sanatorium  at  Wyton,  and 
1 from  the  Holy  Cross  Sanatorium  at  Haslemere. 

The  Winsley  patients  were  classified  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
that  institution  on  discharge  as  follows  : — 

Fit  for  work  • • • • • . 9 

Improved  • • • • • • • ■ 30 

Not  improved  • • • • • • 2 

2 patients  were  admitted  for  observation. 

2 patients  died  at  the  Sanatorium. 

No  residential  accommodation  for  cases  of  advanced  tuberculosis 
is  provided  under  the  City  scheme,  but  two  special  wards  are  set  apart 
at  the  Frome  Road  Institution  for  such  patients.  On  the  average,  about 
12  beds  were  in  occupation  during  1931. 

General  Observations.  The  activities  of  the  Tuberculosis  Voluntary 

Care  Committtee  were  continued  during  1931. 
Monthly  meetings  are  held  and  a great  deal  of  unobtrusive  but  valuable 
work  is  done  by  individual  members  of  the  Committee,  who  devote  much 
time  and  consideration  to  the  welfare  of  poorer  tuberculous  patients. 

Artificial  Light  Treatment  under  medical  supervision  has  been 
available  since  1926  at  the  City  Bathing  Establishment.  The  number 
of  patients  during  1931  was  4,  as  compared  with  an  average  of  over  11 
for  the  previous  five  years.  Three  were  suffering  from  tuberculous 
glands  of  the  neck  and  one  from  lupus.  They  made  107  attendances, 
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The  value  of  artificial  pneumothorax  as  a method  of  treating 
certain  types  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  becoming  increasingly 
recognised.  It  is  in  effect  the  introduction  of  air  into  the  pleural  cavity 
under  controlled  conditions  in  order  to  promote  healing  by  limiting  the 
movement  of  an  affected  lung.  Special  arrangements  have  been  in 
force  for  some  years  to  enable  suitable  Bath  patients  to  obtain  the 
treatment  at  Winsley,  where  they  have  had  the  benefit  of  Dr.  Macfie’s 
long  experience  in  the  matter. 

The  Council  owns  two  hut  shelters  and  these  are  of  great  value 
in  selected  cases.  Unfortunately  in  some  instances  where  this  extra 
sleeping  and  living  accommodation  is  most  needed,  the  huts  cannot 
be  used  because  there  is  not  sufficient  garden  space  for  the  purpose. 

Several  samples  of  milk  were  examined  for  the  possible  presence 
of  the  tubercle  bacillus,  but  all  were  returned  as  negative.  Guinea  pig 
inoculation  was  the  method  used. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925.  No  formal  use  was 
made  of  the  power  given  under  Section  158  of  the  Bath  Corporation 
Act,  1925,  the  provisions  of  which  are  similar  to  Section  62  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1925. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Under  the  Council’s  scheme  provision  is  made  for  free  treatment 
at  the  Royal  United  Hospital  by  a senior  member  of  the  Hospital  staff. 
Three  clinics  are  held  each  week  from  5 to  6.30  p.m.,  on  Tuesdays  for 
women,  and  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays  for  men.  Treatment  can  also  be 
obtained  any  other  time,  day  or  night,  if  necessary.  The  cases  dealt 
with  are  mainly  those  from  Bath  and  from  the  neighbouring  parts  of 
Somerset  and  Wilts.  The  Hospital  pays  all  expenses  and  makes  a 
pro  rata  charge  on  an  agreed  scale  to  the  authorities  concerned,  the 
City’s  share  during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1932,  being  62  per  cent, 
of  the  total. 

The  number  of  patients  seen  does  not  vary  greatly  from  year 
to  year,  though  the  figures  for  1931  suggest  a slight  increase  in  the 
amount  of  treatment  received  by  each  individual.  I think  that  the 
incidence  of  venereal  disease  in  Bath  is  relatively  low — it  is  little  more 
than  half  that  of  the  population  of  England  and  Wales  if  the  number  of 
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cases  diagnosed  at  Treatment  Centres  is  an  index — and  there  seems 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  it  is  becoming  more  common.  Very  few  cases 
are  treated  by  general  practitioners. 

Average 


1931. 

1930. 

1926 

Number  of  new  patients  ... 

*Total  number  of  out-patient  at- 

79t 

85 

80 

tendances  ... 

1294 

1171 

1019 

tAverage  cost  of  each  attendance 

5/4 

SI- 

5/9 

Total  number  of  “in-patient’’  days 
Number  of  doses  of  Salvarsan 

0 

0 

58 

substitutes  ... 

360 

225 

201 

NOTES. — *i.e.,  seen  by  Medical  Officer— not  “intermediate  treatment.”  The 
number  of  irrigations  was  3,068  (3,199  in  1930). 

tYear  ended  31st  March,  1932. 

jSyphilis,  29;  Gonorrhoea,  29;  Soft  Chancre,  1 ; Not  Venereal,  20. 

All  the  above  figures  refer  to  Bath  only. 

For  details  as  to  the  number  of  pathological  examinations  made, 
see  page  28. 

A very  small  number  of  Bath  patients  treated  at  Clinics  elsewhere 
are  not  included. 

There  is  a local  Branch  of  the  British  Social  Hygiene  Council. 
The  City  Council  contributes  financially  both  to  this  Branch  and  to 
headquarters. 

CANCER 

During  1931  there  were  19  names  on  the  Register,  of  which  7 
had  been  brought  forward  from  1930.  Nine  patients  died  during  1931, 
and  two  were  removed  as  no  longer  needing  help,  leaving  eight  to  be 
carried  forward  to  1932.  Assistance  was  actually  given  to  17  of  the 
19  patients  In  14  cases  the  cost  of  home  nursing,  undertaken  by  the 
staff  of  the  District-Nursing  Association,  was  paid  for  by  the  Council 
at  the  agreed  rate  of  9d.  a visit.  The  total  visits  amounted  to  1,011, 
but  the  number  varied  from  18  to  over  ,300  in  individual  instances. 
The  patients  were  not  in  a position  to  pay  nursing  fees  and  no  insurance 
money  was  available  for  the  purpose.  Seven  patients  were  supplied 
with  drugs  or  dressings  through  the  Health  Office.  Maintenance  fees 
amounting  to  £14  8s.  Od.  at  a special  Hospital  were  paid  for  one 
patient  and  a grant  towards  railway  fares  to  London  made  for  another. 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  summer  a Radium  Centre  under  the 
National  Radium  Commission  was  established  at  the  Bristol  Royal 
Infirmary  and  arrangements  were  made  by  the  Health  Committee  to 
ensure  that  this  special  kind  of  treatment  should  be  available  for  Bath 
patients  needing  it.  Medical  pi'actitioners  in  the  City  were  notified  of 
the  position,  but  no  applications  for  assistance  were  received  during 
1931. 

An  extended  reference  to  the  Council’s  Cancer  scheme  was  made 
in  my  Report  for  1030. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


The  Council’s  complete  scheme  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
ncludes  Ante-natal  Clinics,  the  supervision  of  Midwives,  a district 
Midwifery  Service,  a Maternity  Home,  a Health  Visiting  Department, 
four  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  the  provision  of  Milk  to  Mothers  and 
Children,  a Dental  Service,  the  supply  of  Maternity  Outfits,  a Clinic 
for  giving  advice  on  Birth  Control  to  married  women  for  whom  further 
pregnancies  would  be  detrimental  to  health,  and  schemes  for  dealing 
with  crippling  defects,  w’ith  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  (page  64)  and 
with  Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  The  paragraphs  which 
follow  include  a summary  of  the  work  done  during  1931. 


Ante-natal  Clinics. 

Day  and  time... 

Medical  Officer  in  charge 
Number  of  Sessions  held 
Number  of  new  patients 
Total  Attendances 
Average  per  session 


Rivers  Street. 
Monday 
afternoon. 
Dr.  Thomas. 
49 
204 
736 
15 


Blue  Coat 
House. 
Wednesday 
morning. 

Dr.  Pinkerton. 
50 
112 
348 
7 


Home  visits  (ante-natal)  by  City  Midwives  1989 


The  number  of  new  patients  is  38  per  cent,  of  all  births 
registered  (last  year  this  figure  was  39  per  cent). 

The  amount  of  work  done  as  shown  by  the  figures  was  very 
nearly  the  same  in  1931  as  in  1930,  but  it  was  more  equally  divided 
between  the  two  clinics. 
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MIDWIVES. 

During  I9.‘D  the  number  of  midwives  signifying  their  intention 
to  practice  in  the  City  was  26.  Two  of  tliem  had  been  “in  practice 
in  1901.”  Ten  worked  solely  in  connection  with  public  institutions. 

The  number  of  confinements  attended  by  all  midwives  was  633. 
Five  attended  more  than  fifty  each  and  14  less  than  ten  each.  On  359 
occasions  no  doctor  was  present.  doctor  was  previously  engaged  in 
64  cases,  and  was  called  in  owing  to  some  emergency  for  the  remaining 
210.  (There  were  840  registered  births  during  the  year). 

Altogether,  a doctor  was  called  in  under  the  Rules  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board  on  281  occasions  for  various  emergencies  in 
connection  with  births  and  miscarriages  These  emergencies  may  be 
grouped  as  follows  : — 


Complications  of  labour 

152 

Ante-natal  conditions 

66 

Post-natal  condition  of  mother 

32 

Unsatisfactory  condition  of  child 

31 

The  Medical  Officers  act  as  Inspectors  of  Midwives 

and 

all 

midwives  are  visited  regularly.  No  serious  breach  of 

the  rules  of 

the 

Central  Midwives  Board  came  to  our  notice  durin 

g 1931. 

Certain 

minor  irregularities  occur  from  time  to  time  and  are  dealt  with  in  an 
appropriate  manner. 

City  Midwives.  The  four  district  midwives  attended  338  patients  at 
home.  A few  cases  in  the  outlying  parts  of  Combe 
Down  and  Odd  Down  are  attended  b}^  the  Combe  Down  Nursing 
Association’s  midwife,  the  Council  being  partly  responsible  financially. 
Provisional  arrangements  were  made  with  the  same  Association  in 
regard  to  attendance  on  maternity  cases  at  the  new  Council  houses  on 
the  Fosse  Way  Estate  Net  subsidy  required  from  the  rates  : — 

1931.  1930.  1929. 

Year  ended  31st  March  ....  £213  £241  £221 

Midwifery  Fees  paid  to  Doctors  under  Section  14  of  the  Midwives 

Act,  1918.  The  approximate  liability 
incurred  was  £363,  and  the  amount  recovered  from  patients  about  £95. 
The  Council  has  power  to  recover  such  fees  from  the  patient  or  those 
responsible  for  her  unless  they  are  satished  that  “ by  reason  of  poverty  ” 


this  should  not  be  done.  Claims  for  remission  are  dealt  with  by  a 
special  Committee  of  the  Maternity  Committee  formed  in  April,  1931. 

Sterilised  Maternity  Outfits  have  been  kept  at  the  Health  Office 

since  October,  1931,  and  may  be 
obtained  by  midwives  or  on  their  recommendation.  They  are  supplied 
at  cost  price,  or  if  the  circumstances  justify  it,  either  at  a reduced 
charge  or  free. 


MATERNITY  HOME. 


The  City  Maternity  Home  at  44,  Rivers  Street  has  five  beds  and 
is  carried  on  in  conjunction  with  the  Bath  District-Nursing  Association. 
It  has  long  been  recognised  that  the  accommodation  there  is  inadequate 
and  that  the  house  is  structurally  inconvenient.  Arrangements  have 
therefore  been  made  with  the  Royal  United  Hospital  by  which  beds  up 
to  the  number  of  10  shall  be  available  in  the  special  20-bed  maternity 
department  being  erected  at  the  new  Hospital  at  Combe  Park,  but  the 
scheme  cannot,  of  course,  come  into  operation  until  that  building  is 
ready  for  use.  Private  practitioners  will  be  able  to  attend  their  own 
maternity  cases  in  the  Hospital  if  desired.  In  the  meantime  we 
continue  to  receive  the  much  appreciated  co-operation  and  assistance 
of  the  District-Nursing  Association  in  this  very  important  section  of 
our  work.  The  following  figures  are  of  interest 


Number  of  maternity  cases  admitted 

1931. 

117 

1930. 

91 

Ante-natal  cases  included 

7 

6 

Cases  delivered  by  midwives 

91 

62 

Cases  delivered  by  doctors 

19 

23 

Maternal  deaths 

0 

0 

Deaths  of  infants 

0 

1 

Stillbirths 

1 

2 

Health  Visitors,  There  are  three  whole-time  Visitors,  all  of  whom 

are  fully  trained  nur.ses.  No  single  factor  in  the 
whole  scheme  for  maternity  and  child  welfare  is  of  more  importance 
than  home  visiting,  since  it  offers  the  most  favourable  conditions  for 
discussing  the  special  problems  affecting  each  particular  infant.  The 
work  is  being  to  some  extent  hindered  by  the  increasing  amount  of 
time  the  health  visitors  have  to  spend  at  clinics  and  welfare  centres 
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and  some  readjustment  will  probably  be  found  necessary  in  the  future. 
The  visits  paid  during  1931  were  as  follows  : — 


To  children  under  one  year  ...  ...  3,938 

To  children  between  one  and  two  ...  ...  1,676 

To  children  over  two  ...  ...  ...  3,387 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,093 


10,094 


These  include  visits  in  connection  with  Part  1 of  the  Children 
Act.  In  addition  to  visiting,  the  Health  Visitors  give  in  the  aggregate 
eight  or  nine  half-day  attendances  each  week  at  the  various  Clinics. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

There  are  four  Centres  (one  with  two  sessions  a week). 

1.  Blue  Coat  House  established  (at  Rosewell  House)  in  1913. 
Sessions,  Tuesday  and  Friday  afternoons. 

2.  Walcot,  at  Snow  Hill  Hall.  Established  in  1918.  Sessions, 
Thursday  afternoons. 

3.  Twerton,  at  Oldfield  Park  Baptist  Schoolroom.  Established 
in  1919.  Sessions,  Wednesday  afternoons. 

4.  Southdown,  at  St.  Barnabas  Hall.  Established  in  1929. 
Sessions,  1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  mornings  of  month. 

Blue  Coat 


House. 

Walcot. 

Twerton. 

Southc 

Number  of  sessions... 

93 

48 

46 

23 

Attendances  of  children  ...: 

3,520 

2,180 

1,501 

548 

New  cases  included  in  above 

257 

1^5 

122 

49 

Average  attendance  of 

Infants  per  session... 

37.8 

45.4 

32.6 

23  8 

This  table  shows  that  there  were  7,749  attendances  at  210 
sessions,  an  average  of  36.9  per  session.  (In  1930  the  figures  were 
7,001,  208  and  33.7). 

A doctor  and  one  or  two  health  visitors  are  always  in  attendance- 
A great  deal  of  most  valuable  assistance  is  given  by  a considerable 
number  of  voluntary  workers  belonging  to  the  various  branches  of  the 
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Infant  Welfare  Association.  Witliout  their  help  it  would  be  impossible 
to  carry  on  the  Centres  on  the  present  lines.  Separate  reports  are 
published  dealing  with  the  voluntary  side  of  the  work. 


SIPPLY  OF  MILK  TO  NECESSITOUS  MOTHERS 
AND  CHILDREN. 


1931. 

1930. 

Average 

1926-30. 

Average  daily  number  of  individuals 

receiving  milk 

. 229 

179 

135 

Free 

, 223 

171 

132 

Half-price... 

6 

8 

3 

*Average  daily  number  of  " free  pints  ”... 

227 

174 

135 

Approximate  cost  for  year  ended  31st 

March  following  ... 

. £936 

£880 

£685 

*i.e.  counting  1 J pints  at  half-price 

as  f pint,  and 

so  on. 

It  is  a little  disquieting  to  notice  the  continuous  increase  in  the 
amount  of  milk  being  distributed.  This  is  happening  without  any 
change  in  the  standards  which  determine  eligibility  and  with  no 
increase  in  the  birth-rate.  It  is  probably  true  to  say  that  the  benefits 
available  are  becoming  more  widely  known  and  that  more  families  are  in 
the  frame  of  mind  to  ask  for  help — in  a few  cases,  indeed,  the  attitude 
is  rather  that  of  claiming  a right.  By  far  the  most  important  cause, 
however,  is  unquestionably  a widespread  economic  distress  and  a real 
desire  to  safeguard  the  children’s  health.  Those  who  are  in  intimate 
touch  with  what  is  being  done  have  no  doubt  of  the  good  results  and 
feel  that  in  spite  of  possible  exploitation  here  and  there,  few  items 
of  public  expenditure  are  less  open  to  serious  criticism. 

Orthopaedics.  The  following  figures  refer  to  non-tubcrculous  infants 
below  school  age  dealt  with  under  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  scheme  during  1931 

Patients  receiving  residential  treatment  at  Combe  Park  ....  G 
Attendances  at  After-Care  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...213 

Attendances  at  Massage  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...370 

A more  complete  account  of  our  orthopaedic  work  may  be  found 
in  my  Report  to  the  Education  Authority  for  1931,  pages  15  to  17. 
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Dental  Service.  By  arrangement  with  the  Education  Committee  the 
School  Dental  Department  is  available  for  the 
treatment  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  the  Saturday  morning 
sessions  are  now  a permanent  part  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 


scheme.  The  figures  for  1931  include  the  following  : — 

Number  of  sessions  ....  ....  ....  42 

New  patients  called  to  Clinic  ....  ....  63 

Patients  actually  attended  (36  new  and  22  old)  58 

Total  attendances  ....  ....  ....  198 

Extractions  ...  ....  ....  ....  200 

Fillings  ....  ....  ....  ...  ....  27 

Scalings....  ....  ....  ....  ....  21 

Dentures  (11  patients)  ....  ....  ....  21 


CHILDREN  ACT,  1908,  PART  I. 

Until  April  1st,  1930,  the  duties  connected  with  the  Infant 
Life  Protection  part  of  this  Act  were  carried  out  by  the  then  existing 
Board  of  Guardians.  They  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  (except  for  children  boarded  out  by  the 
Public  Assistance  Committee). 

With  certain  exceptions,  persons  who  undertake  for  reward 
the  nursing  and  maintenance  of  one  or  more  infants  under  seven  years 
of  age  apart  from  their  parents,  must  give  notice  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  (Council  Minutes,  1930,  page  189).  The  necessary  enquiries 
are  made  by  him  and  by  the  Health  Visitors,  who  follow  up  each  case 
by  regular  visits  to  the  homes.  The  Local  Authority  has  power  to  fix 
the  number  of  infants  to  be  retained  in  any  house  and  to  order  removal 
for  non-compliance  with  conditions  indicated  in  Section  5.  It  will  be 
a great  advantage  if,  as  a result  of  legislation  now  under  consideration, 
the  Local  Authority’s  approval  is  usually  required  before  a child  is 
received,  instead  of  afterwards  as  the  law  stands  at  present. 


Number 

Foster 

Parents. 

Infants. 

On  Register  January  1st,  1931... 

35 

35 

Added  during  the  year 

16 

21 

Removed  during  the  year 

18 

22 

On  Register  December  31st,  1931 

33 

34 
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In  addition,  there  were  three  removals  and  readmissions  of 
children,  included  in  above  figures,  who  were  transferred  from  one 
foster  parent  to  another  during  the  year. 

The  infant  removals  include  one  death.  An  inquest  was  held  and 
a verdict  of  " wilful  murder  ” returned  (not  against  the  foster  parent). 

“BIRTH  CONTROL”  CLINIC. 

On  April  1st,  1931,  a special  consultation  clinic  was  established 
by  the  Council  at  which  advice  in  contraception  methods  could  be 
given  in  suitable  cases.  The  medical  officer  is  a lady  doctor  practising 
in  Bath  and  patients  are  seen  at  her  surgery.  The  clinic  is  under  the 
administrative  control  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  is  conducted 
in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Memorandum  153  under 
powers  conferred  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act  of  1918. 
It  is,  therefore,  limited  to  married  women  attending  the  Council’s 
Welfare  Centres  for  whom  it  is  considered  on  medical  grounds  that 
further  pregnancy  would  be  detrimental  to  health.  Patients  are 
referred  to  the  special  clinic  by  the  medical  officers  of  the  Centres, 
who  are  members  of  the  Council’s  whole-time  staff. 

During  the  last  nine  months  of  1931  twelve  cases  were  sent  for 
consultation  and  in  each  instance  it  was  decided  that  instruction  of  the 
kind  suggested  should  be  given.  Two  were  suffering  from  tuberculosis, 
one  from  heart  disease,  two  from  unfavourable  uterine  conditions,  and 
the  remainder  from  severe  anaemia  or  debility.  It  is  not  yet  possible 
to  assess  the  value  of  the  clinic  to  the  mothers  concerned. 

I think  it  desirable  to  repeat  here  a paragraph  which  is  contained 
in  a special  report  made  by  me  to  the  Maternity  Committee — “ It 
should  be  realised  very  clearly  that  any  birth  control  clinic  established 
at  the  present  tinie  or  for  some  years  to  come  is  likely  to  have  its 
usefulness  limited  to  a comparatively  small  class  of  reasonably  intel- 
ligent mothers.  It  will  have  little  or  no  value  as  a eugenic  measure 
in  relation  to  the  lower  grade  “ social-problem  ” group,  because 
all  methods  so  far  available  require  an  amount  of  restraint  and 
intelligence  which  people  in  that  group  do  not  possess.  As  things 
are  now,  indeed,  the  community  as  a whole  has  little  to  gain  and 
perhaps  something  to  lose  by  the  practice  of  birth  control.  This  may 
not  be  a sufficient  reason,  however,  for  refusing  the  just  demands 
of  one  section  of  the  population.” 
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ADOPTION  OF  CHILDREN  ACT,  1926. 


At  the  request  of  the  Magis. rates  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  ('ommittee  has  agreed  to  act  as  ‘‘  guardian  ad  litem  ” under 
Section  8 of  the  Act  in  connection  with  cases  coming  before  the 
Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  in  Bath.  Investigations  are  made 
by  me  personally  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  and  a written  report 
^s  sent  for  the  information  of  the  Magistrates.  See  also  Reports  for 
1927  (pages  35  and  36)  and  for  subsequent  years. 

During  1931  nine  applications  were  considered  (making  65 
since  the  present  procedure  was  commenced  in  1927).  In  six  of 
these  permanent  adoption  had,  in  effect,  already  occurred  and  the 
application  was  designed  simply  to  give  it  legal  sanction.  Except 
in  one  instance  the  applications  were  made  by  husband  and  wife 
jointly.  Two  of  the  children  were  legitimate  and  seven  illegitimate; 
six  were  infants  under  school  age.  Unconditional  Orders  were  granted 
in  every  case.  With  one  exception,  the  adopters  and  the  infant  were 
entirely  unrelated. 
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Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 

for  the  Year  1931 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
Ladies  and  Gentli.men, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  of  the  work 
connected  with  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  food  supply,  etc.,  for  the 
year  1931.  The  report  is  on  similar  lines  to  those  of  previous  years, 
and  summarises,  as  far  as  potssible,  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

I have  again  to  acknowledge  the  loyal  support  of  the  Staff  and 
the  willingness  they  have  shown  in  carrying  out  the  ever  increasing 
activities  of  a modern  Sanitary  Department. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  A.  CRAVEN, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK,  Etc.,  1931. 


No.  of  inspections,  re-inspections,  visits  of  inquiry,  etc.  . . 13633 

,,  ,,  of  Slaughter-houses  . . . . . . 3322 

,,  ,,  ,,  Butchers'  Shops,  Food  Stores,  etc.  . . 623 

,,  ,,  ,,  Offeii'^ive  Trade  Premises  . . . . 95 

,,  ,,  ,,  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  . . 559 

,,  ,,  ,,  Common  Lodging-houses  . . . . 188 

,,  Canal  Boats  . . ..  ..  ..  23 

,,  ,,  ,,  Factories,  Workshops,  etc.  . . . . 459 

,,  Out-workers’  Premises  . ..  10 

,,  ,,  ,,  Houses,  after  infectious  disease  . . 265 

infested  with  Vermin  ..  ..  47 
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No.  of  inspections  of  tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc.  . . . . 29 

,,  ,,  on  receipt  of  Application  for  a Council  House  123 

,,  ,,  of  Places  of  Public  Entertainment  . . 48 

,,  ,,  ,,  Piggeries,  etc.  ..  ..  ..  110 

, ,,  under  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  igig  780 

,,  ,,  ,,  Shops’  Act  . . . . . . 88 

,,  ,,  ,,  Increase  of  Rent,  etc.,  Acts . . ..  1 

,,  Smoke  observations  made. . ..  ..  ..  79 

,,  .,  notices  served  . . . . . . . . 1 

,,  ,,  nuisances  abated  . . . . . . . . 2 

,,  Observations  made  re  Pollution  of  Streams  . . . . 96 

,,  Preliminary  notices  served  . . . . . . 507 

,,  Statutory  notices  . . . . . . . . 14 

,,  Notices  requiring  cleansing  of  premises  . . . . 89 

,,  ,,  ,,  ash-bins  to  be  provided  . . . . 28 

,,  ,,  ,,  manure  pits  to  be  provided  . . 6 . 

,,  ,,  ,,  removal  of  manure,  etc.  . . . . 13 

,,  ,,  ,,  lime-washing  of  Slaughter-houses  . . 32 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Dairies,  etc.  . . 102 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Common  Lodging-houses  . . 6 

,,  ,,  ,,  Closure  of  Cellar. dwellings  . . . . 1 

,,  ,,  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  . . . . 1 

,,  smoke  or  other  tests  applied  to  drains  . . . . 674 

,,  new  di'ains  laid  . . . . . . . . . . 64 

No.  of  drains  par tialljr  reconstructed  ..  ..  ..  108 

,,  irew  W.C.’s  erected  . . . . . . . . 43 

,,  additional  W.C.’s  provided  . . . . . . 32 

,,  defective  drains,  soil  pipes,  etc  , remedied  . . . . 138 

,,  ,,  wells  repaii'ed  . . . . . . . . 1 

,,  nuisances  from  defective  W.C.’s  and  urinals  abated  . . 151 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  rain-water  pipes,  etc.,  do.  . . 101 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  roofs,  walls,  etc.,  do.  . . 292 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  dish-tro'ughs,  lavatories,  etc.  abated  64 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  waste  pipes,  etc.,  abated  . . 96 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  paving  and  floors,  do.  . . 139 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  yards  and  outbuildings,  do.  ..  08 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  cesspools  do.  . . 5 

,,  ,,  ,,  defective  ventilation  of  jrremisos  do.  . . 34 
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No.  of 

nuisances  from  overcrowded  premises 

abated 

15 

) 

,,  ,,  animals 

do.  . . 

27 

) 

,,  ,,  offensive  accumulations 

do.  . . 

27 

) 

,,  in  Common  Lodging-houses 

do.  . . 

6 

» 

,,  in  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 

do.  . . 

5 

» 

,,  in  Slaughter-houses 

do.  . . 

22 

i 

,,  in  Dairies,  etc. 

do.  . . 

6 

) 

,,  in  Factories,  Workshops,  etc. 

do.  . . 

47 

> 

Water  storage  systems  abolished 

8 

t 

Premises  provided  with  proper  water  supply 

. . 

9 

> 

Samples  of  water  analysed 

2 

> 

Premises,  etc.,  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

343 

,,  cleansed,  lime-washed,  etc. 

135 

) 

,,  supplied  with  disinfectants 

232 

> 

complaints  referred  to  other  Departments  . . 

116 

Miscellaneous  works  not  classified  above 

145 

ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES,  Etc. 

Notices  Served.  507  preliminary  or  “intimation”  notices  and  14 
statutory  notices  were  served.  It  was  not  necessary 
to  institute  legal  proceedings  in  any  case.  In  the  event  of  non- 
compliance  with  the  requirements  of  a statutory  notice  within  the  stated 
time  a lettter  from  the  Town  Clerk’s  department  was  usually  sufficient 
to  cause  the  work  to  be  put  in  hand. 

Drainage  Work.  The  drainage  systems  and  sanitary  arrangements  of 

64  houses  have  been  entirely  reconstructed  and 
extensive  amendments  or  repairs  were  carried  out  at  103  houses.  The 
hydraulic  or  the  smoke  tests  are  applied  to  all  newly  laid  house  drains 
before  being  covered  in  and  upon  completion  of  the  work. 

House  Inspection.  2562  inspections  of  dw'elling-houses  were  made. 

Where  the  conditions  were  considered  such  as 
to  render  the  premises  “ unfit  for  human  habitaiion,”  they  were 
dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Acts.  In  other  cases  the  defects 
were  remedied  under  the  Public  Health  Acts.  25  houses  were 
reconditioned  voluntarily,  i.e.,  without  the  service  of  notices  from  the 
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Health  Department.  Extensive  alterations  and  repairs  were  carried  out 
under  the  supervision  of  the  inspectors  at  567  houses  after  informal 
notice  to  the  owner. 

Overcrowding.  Complaints  of  overcrowded  premises  were  more 
numerous  than  usual,  81  being  received  and 
investigated.  16  notices  were  served  to  remedy  the  conditions, 
but  these  represent  only  a small  proportion  of  the  cases  dealt  with, 
as  many  are  remedied  without  notice.  63  complaints  were  from 
applicants  for  Council  houses;  46  of  these  were  recommended  for 
preferential  treatment,  and  most  of  them  were  successful  in  obtaining  a 
suitable  Council  house.  In  23  instances  the  rooms  were  not  technically 
overcrowded,  but  what  might  be  termed  “ moral  overcrowding”  or 
inadequate  separation  of  the  sexes  was  frequently  found,  and  these  cases 
were  suitably  dealt  with.  The  standard  adopted  is  that  prescribed  in 
the  bye-laws  with  respect  to  houses  let  in  lodgings — 300  cubic  feet  per 
person.  The  Registrar-General  has  assumed  that  a house  is  overcrowded 
if  occupied  on  an  average  by  more  than  two  persons  per  room.  This 
does  not  take  into  consideration  the  size  of  the  rooms  or  the  use  made 
of  them.  Overcrowding  is  seldom  more  than  relative,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  formulate  a standard  for  the  number  of  individuals  who  may  occupy 
any  dwelling  house  if  there  is  cleanliness  and  effective  ventilation. 
These  are  of  as  great  importance  as  additional  cubic  space.  The  chief 
difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  problem  of  overcrowding  is  the  lack  of 
suitable  alternative  accommodation  at  a low  rental. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds.  There  are  no  permanently  occupied  vans 

and  sheds  within  the  City  area,  but  one 
or  two  places  were  used  as  camping  grounds  for  short  periods  by  van 
dwellers.  The  caravans  were  inspected  from  time  to  time,  when  they 
were  found  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition.  In  one  instance  a 
notice  was  served  to  provide  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  accommoda- 
tion, and  a notice  was  also  served  on  the  owner  of  one  of  the  yards  as 
being  an  unsuitable  place  for  van  dwellers. 

Places  of  Entertainment.  48  inspections  of  cinemas  and  other 

places  of  entertainment  were  made. 
Attention  was  called  to  minor  insanitary  conditions  in  4 instances 
and  these  were  remedied  at  once. 
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Rent  Restrictions  Act.  One  application  for  a certificate  under  the 

above  Act  was  received,  but  was  withdrawn 
by  the  applicant  after  inspection  of  the  premises, 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  proprietors  of  the  common 
lodging  houses,  and  the  number,  four,  remains  unchanged.  Sleeping 
accommodation  is  provided  for  114  persons,  but  this  number  is  never 
reached,  the  weekly  average  being  about  75. 

The  usual  cleansing  and  limewashing  were  carried  out  at  the 


stated  times  in  April  and  October. 

No.  of  Common  Lodging  Houses  on  the  Register  ...  ...  4 

,,  Lodgers  who  can  be  received  ...  ...  ...  114 

,,  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  188 

,,  Notices  to  limewash,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  Defects  found  and  remedied  ...  ...  ...  6 

CANAL  BOATS  ACTS,  1877  and  1884. 


Under  the  above  Acts  I have  to  report  that  I made  23  visits  and 
re-visits  of  inspection  during  1931. 

The  general  condition  of  the  boats  inspected  was  satisfactcry. 
They  were  clean,  in  good  repair  and  complied  with  the  Regulations. 
There  were  no  women  or  children  living  or  travelling  cn  any  of  the 
b^ats.  No  infectious  disease  occurred  on  any  boat,  nor  was  it  necessary 
to  detain  any  boat  for  cleansing  or  disinfection. 

There  are  now  very  few  boats  used  for  the  carriage  of  goods  on 
the.  local  waterways,  and  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  trading 
between  Bath  and  Bristol  there  appears  to  be  a further  decrease  in 
Canal  Boat  traffic. 

The  barges  using  the  Rennet  and  Avon  Canal  travel  at  long  and 
irregular  intervals  and  usually  complete  this  journey  during  the  day, 
which  enables  the  men  to  sleep  on  shore.  Many  of  the  barges  registered 
with  the  local  Authority  passed  out  of  existence  Icng  ago,  as  of  ll  e 55 


on  the  register  6 or  8 only  can  be  traced. 

No.  of  boats  on  the  Register  ...  ...  ...  53 

No.  of  boats  which  cannot  be  traced  ...  ...  46 

No.  available  for  and  known  to  be  in  use  ...  ...  6 

No.  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACTS,  ORDERS,  Etc. 

Frequent  inspections  of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  were 
made  during  the  year  and  the  premises  were  found  in  a satisfactory 
condition  generally. 

Two  dairies  have  been  entirely  reconstructed,  and  at  three  others 
extensive  alterations  and  improvements  have  been  carried  out.  The 
cowsheds  at  one  of  the  farms  have  been  rebuilt  and  re-drained  and  at 
two  other  farms  alterations  are  pending.  It  was  necessary  in  one 
instance  only  to  serve  a notice  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order. 
There  is  a general  disposition  on  the  part  of  Cowkeepers  and  Dairymen 
to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Order. 

Circular  letters  calling  attention  to  the  limewashing  of  premises 
were  issued  during  April  and  September  and  these  were  complied  with. 

“ Certified  ” Milk.  In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  six  samples  of  “ Certified  ” milk  were  submitted  to  the  City 
Analyst  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  were  found  to  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1923. 
The  bacterial  count  was  well  below  the  standard  of  30,000  per  cubic 
centimetre,  and  B.Coli  was  absent  from  1/10  c.c.  in  each  case. 

“ Grade  A ” (T.T.)  Milk.  18  samples  were  examined,  seven  of 
which  failed  to  comply  with  the  standard  for  number  of  organisms 
per  c.c.  (200,000),  but  as  B.Coli  was  absent  from  1/100  c.c.  and  the 
milk  was  from  36-48  hours  old  before  being  examined  the  Analyst 
stated  “ that  the  number  of  organisms  found  had  no  great  significance.” 
In  each  case  the  Vendor’s  attention  was  called  to  the  high  bacterial 
count  and  subsequent  samples  were  found  satisfactory. 

“ Pasteurised  ” Milk.  Three  samples  were  taken  and  found  to 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Order.  The  average  number  of 
organisms  per  c.c.  was  2,160,  the  allowed  number  being  100,000  per  c.c. 
B.Coli  was  not  found  in  any  sample. 

No  milk  contained  artificial  colouring  or  chemical  preservative. 

Ice-Cream.  Most  of  the  known  premises  where  ice-cream  is 
manufactured  were  inspected  during  the  Summer. 
As  registration  of  these  premises  is  not  compulsory,  it  is  probable 
that  many  of  them  escape  inspection  and  the  conditions  under  which 
the  commodity  is  prepared  are  unknown.  The  places  inspected  were 
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found  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition.  Tlie  registration  of 
Ice-crcani  shops  and  vendors  should  be  made  compulsory  (as  for  Dairies 
and  Milkshops)  so  that  some  measure  of  control  can  be  exercised  in 
regard  to  the  type  of  premises  used  in  connection  with  the  business, 
the  cleanliness  of  utensils,  etc.,  and  the  method  of  manufacture. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

The  number  of  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
analysis  under  the  above  Acts  during  1931  was  268,  being  an  increase 
of  eight  on  the  previous  year  and  the  greatest  number  analysed  in  any 
j'ear  since  the  Acts  came  into  operation.  There  has  been  a gradual 
increase  during  the  past  few  years  as  shown  by  the  following  figures  : — 
1930—260  ; 1929—253  ; 1928—249  ; 1927—224  ; 1926  - 210,  an  average 
(including  1931)  of  244  per  ann.  The  proportion  of  samples  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  population  for  1931  (68,120)  was  3’93. 

The  articles  analysed  consisted  of  38  various  foods  and  drugs  : — 
Baking  power  1 ; Butter  24  ; Cheese  1 ; Cocoa  1 ; Coffee  2 ; Coffee 
extract  4 ; Condensed  milk  9 ; Confectionery  6 ; Cream  (raw)  10 ; 
Cream  (scalded)  10  ; Cream  (imported)  8 ; Custard  powder  2 ; Dripping 
1 ; Fish  paste  4 ; Ginger  wine  1 ; Glycerine  1 ; Golden  syrup  3 ; 
Honey  3 ; Ice-cream  4 ; Jam  4 ; Lard  1 ; Lime  Juice  Cordial  1 ; 
Loganberries  (preserved)  1 ; Margarine  2 ; Mustard  1 ; Milk  142  ; Olive 
oil  1 ; Peas  (tinned)  1 ; Pickles  1 ; Polonies  3 ; Sal-volatile  1 ; Sausage 
4 ; Self-raising  flour  1 ; Suet  (prepared)  3 ; Tea  1 ; Tinned  fruits  2 ; 
Tomato  Sauce  1 ; Vinegar  2.  Total  268. 

Milk.  During  the  year  increased  care  and  attention  were  given  to 
the  milk  supply  and  the  number  of  samples  submitted  to 
the  Analyst — 142,  or  53  per  cent,  of  the  total  samples  taken,  was  far 
in  excess  of  any  previous  year.  The  samples  were  : — “ Certified  ” 6; 
“Grade  A.T.T.”  18;  “ Grade  A ” 3;  “ Pasteurized  ” 3 ; and  ordinary 
milk  112.  The  composition  of  the  milks  was  ; — 

“ Certified  Fat  3.62  per  cent.;  Other  solids  8.91. 

“ Grade  A ” : — Fat  3.62  ,,  ; ,,  ,,  8.98. 

“ Pasteurized  ” : — Fat  3.58  ,,  ; ,,  ,,  9.01. 

Ordinary  milk Fat  3.90  ,,  ; ,,  ,,  8.88. 

The  average  composition  of  the  142  samples  was  : Fat  3.83 
per  cent,  and  other  solids  8.89  per  cent.,  which  was  well  over  the 
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presumed  standard  for  genuine  milk  which  is  : 3.0  fat  and  8.5  other 
solids.  The  quarterly  averages  were  : — 


Fat. 

Other  solids. 

First  Quarter  (30  samples) 

3.86 

8.80 

Second  Quarter  (32  samples) 

3.70 

8.79 

Third  Quarter  (32  samples) 

3.87 

8.94 

Fourth  Quarter  (48  samples) 

3.96 

8.99 

Seventeen  samples  contained  over 

5.0  per  cent. 

fat,  the  highest 

being  6.5  per  cent. 

Ten  samples  (including  2 " Grade  A ”)  were  reported  as  below 
the  standard  either  in  respect  of  fat  or  non-fatty  solids  ; one  sample 
appeared  to  be  adulterated  with  11  per  cent,  w'ater,  but  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  it  contained  72  per  cent,  fat  over  the  minimum  the  analyst 
certified  it  as  genuine  but  abnormal.  In  other  cases  the  deficiency  was 
slight  and  did  not  warrant  proceedings  being  taken  against  the  ver.dors. 
The  average  composition  of  the  “adulterated”  samples  was: — Fat 
3.1  ; other  solids  8.23.  All  the  samples  were  examined  for  preserva- 
tives a d were  certified  “ free  from  chemical  preservativ'es  and  added 
colouring  matter.” 

Cream.  Ten  samples  of  raw  cream  contained  an  average  fat  content 
of  55.16  per  cent,  (highest  58.49  ; lowest  50.0). 

The  ten  samples  of  scalded  or  “ Devonshire  ” cream  gave  an 
average  of  62.50  per  cent,  fat  (highest  72  88  ; lowest  47.88)  All  were 
free  from  preservatives  and  artificial  colouring  matter. 

Eight  samples  of  tinned  cream  contained  an  average  of  22.71 
per  cent.  fat.  (Highest  27.0  percent.  ; lowest  18.01  percent.).  These 
results  are  slightly  better  than  those  of  last  year,  but  the  quality  is 
very  poor  compared  with  fresh  cream  as  sold  in  the  West  of  England, 
being  less  than  half  the  usual  amount.  There  is  no  standard  for  cream, 
hence  no  charge  of  fat  deficiency  could  be  successful.  All  were  tree 
from  chemical  preservatives,  poisonous  metals  and  artificial  thickeners. 

Twenty-four  samples  of  butter  and  two  of  margarine  were  certi- 
fied as  “genuine  and  contained  no  excess  moisture  or  preservative.’’ 

One  sample  of  each  of  the  following  contained  a small  amount 
of  allowed  preservative  substance  : — Ginger-wine  ; jam  ; lime-juice. 
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and  sausage,  but  iu  all  cases  considerably  below  the  prescribed  quantity. 
The  samples  of  jam  were  free  from  glucose  and  aniline  dyes. 

Four  samples  of  ice-cream  were  all  genuine,  free  from  injurious 
ingredients,  chemical  preservatives  and  artificial  colouring.  The  various 
other  foods  referred  to  in  the  list  were  all  found  genuine  and  complied 
with  the  Regulations. 

Artificial  Cream  Act,  1929.  The  substance  whose  sale  and  manu- 
facture the  above  Act  is  designed  to 
regulate  is  a cream  substitute  which  has  hitherto  been  commonly  known 
as  reconstituted  cream,  usually  prepared  by  emulsifying  butter,  dried 
skimmed  milk  and  water.  Such  sub^itance  must  now  be  designated 
and  marked  “ Artificial  ” Cream,  and  the  premises  whereon  it  is 
manufactured  or  sold  must  be  registered  with  the  Local  Authority. 
No  application  for  registration  was  received  during  the  year,  and  as 
far  as  can  be  ascertained  no  “ artificial  ” or  " synthetic  ” cream  entered 
into  the  composition  of  an}^  of  the  samples  analysed. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (CONDENSED  MILK)  REGULATIONS. 

1923  and  1927. 

Under  the  above  Regulations  nine  samples  of  Condensed  milk 
were  examined  : — Two  “full-cream,”  which  contained  over  9 per  cent, 
fat  and  31  percent,  of  all  milk  solids,  and  seven  “ skimmed  sweetened  ” 
which  contained  over  26  per  cent,  of  all  solids.  These  were  above  the 
amounts  prescribed  in  the  Regulations.  All  the  tins  were  correctly 
labelled  and  contained  the  required  statement  as  to  the  equivalent 
quantity  of  milk.  All  samples  were  free  from  excess  acidity,  poisonous 
metals  and  chemical  preservatives. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (DRIED  MILK)  REGULATIONS. 

1923  and  1927. 

These  Regulations  are  similar  to  those  relating  to  Condensed 
Milk.  Every  tin  or  package  must  bear  a label  in  the  prescribed  form, 
stating  the  quality  and  equivalent  quantity  of  milk  contained  in  the 
package.  The  amount  of  dried  milk  sold  in  the  City  is  small  and 
generally  used  under  medical  direction.  Inspections  were  made  with 
respect  to  the  labelling  of  the  packages,  which  were  found  to  be  in 
accordance  with  the  Regulations.  No  samples  were  submitted  for 
analysis. 
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PRESERVATIVES  IN  FOOD  REGULATIONS.  1925^6^7. 

The  following  articles  to  which  an  allowed  preservative  may  be 
added  were  examined  during  the  year  : — Coffee  extract  4 ; Ginger 
wine  1 ; Jam  4 ; Lime  juice  cordial  1 ; Pickles  2 ; Preserved  fruit  3; 
Sausages,  &c.,  7.  Of  the  22  samples  the  following  four  contained  a 
preservative: — 1 jam;  1 lime  juice  cordial;  1 ginger  wine  and 
1 sausage.  In  each  case  the  preservative  was  of  the  prescribed  kind 
and  the  amount  was  considerably  less  than  that  allowed  under  the 
Regulations.  All  samples  submitted  for  analysis  under  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts  were  examined  for  preservatives  and  were  found 
to  comply  with  the  Regulations. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  twenty  private  Slaughter-houses  in  the  City. 

1930.  Jany.  1931.  Dec.  1931. 
Registered  ...  ...  17  17  17 

Licensed  ...  ...  4 4 3 

The  condition  of  the  Slaughter-houses  remains  practically  the 
same  as  last  year.  Although  the  Owners,  on  the  whole,  endeavour  to 
keep  these  premises  as  clean  as  possible,  the  structural  condition  of 
several  of  them  renders  this  a difficult  matter.  Superficial  defects  are 
remedied  as  soon  as  attention  is  called  to  them,  but  it  was  felt  inad- 
visable to  recommend  serious  structural  alterations  or  reconstruction 
under  the  conditions  existing  at  present. 

Sixteen  are  in  regular  use.  One  licensed  slaughter-house  was 
discontinued  during  the  year.  One,  which  is  licensed  as  a “ reserve  ” 
slaughter-house  for  pigs,  will  probably  never  be  used  for  the  purpose, 
and  at  two  others  killing  is  carried  on  at  irregular  intervals. 

Notices  are  sent  periodically  to  every  occupier  of  a slaughter- 
house calling  attention  to  the  bye-laws  with  respect  to  limewashing, 


etc.,  and  these  have  been  well  observed. 

No.  in  regular  use  ...  ...  ...  16 

No.  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  3322 

No.  of  notices  to  limewash,  etc.  ...  ...  32 

No.  of  notices  to  remedy  defects  ...  ...  22 

No.  closed  or  discontinued  during  the  year  ...  1 

No.  of  notifications  of  change  of  occupier  ...  nil 
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Offensive  Trades.  There  are  32  Fish-frying  establishments  on  the 

Offensive  Trades  Register.  The  City  Council 
has  not  yet  framed  bye-laws  governing  this  business.  The  shops  are 
generally  clean,  well  conducted  and  free  from  nuisance.  Structural 
alterations  and  improvements  were  carried  out  at  3 premises  and  at  3 
others  modern  cooking  ranges  were  introduced.  Two  applications  to 
establish  fish-frying  businesses  were  received  during  the  year  ; — one  was 
refused,  and  one  received  the  sanction  of  the  Council. 

The  Tripe  boilers’  and  gut  scrapers’  premises  were  inspected  and 
the  bye-laws  were  well  observed. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS. 

1924. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  record  that,  wdth  few  exceptions,  the  work 
under  the  above  Regulations  has  been  carried  on  satisfactorily.  Most 
of  the  butchers  slaughter  their  animals  on  the  stated  days.  In  almost 
all  other  cases  the  required  notifications  of  slaughter  have  been  received. 
The  carcases  in  connection  with  these  notices,  as  well  as  those  of  animals 
slaughtered  on  the  regular  days,  were  inspected.  There  is,  doubtless, 
a certain  amount  of  “home-killed”  meat  brought  into  the  City  from 
outside  districts  which  escapes  inspection.  In  some  Cities  powers  have 
been  obtained  whereby  all  butchers  bringing,  or  receiving,  into  the  City 
freshly  killed  meat  from  outside  areas  are  required  to  submit  the  meat 
for  inspection  by  the  City’s  Inspectors.  Such  a provision  is  very  useful 
especially  if  the  meat  is  brought  in  any  large  quantity. 

It  was  necessary  orT  two  or  three  occasions  to  call  attention  to 
minor  breaches,  but  on  the  whole  the  meat  traders  have  given  every 
assistance  in  carrying  out  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations.  Per- 
mission was  given  in  seven  instances  to  smallholders  to  kill  pigs  on 
their  own  premises  ; the  carcases  were  inspected  in  the  usual  manner. 

There  are  no  street  stalls  from  which  meat  is  sold  but  two  local 
butchers  purvey  meat  from  covered  motor  vans  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
City  and  in  the  neighbouring  villages. 

Under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925,  which  is  carried  out  by 
the  Police,  the  Chief  Constable  reported  that  there  was  one  case  of 
Tuberculosis  in  cattle.  There  was  no  case  of  Swine  fever  during 
the  year.  He  also  reported  that  856  visits  were  paid  to  the  various 
piggeries  in  the  City. 
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MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926 

Circu'ars  calling  attention  to  the  requirements  of  the  Orders  made 
in  Council  under  the  above  Act  were  issued  to  greengrocers,  grocers 
and  others  concerned  relating  to  the  marking  of  the  following  articles  : — 

(1)  Fresh  apples;  (2)  Raw  tomatoes;  (3)  Eggs  in  shell  {i.e., 
hen  and  duck  eggs);  (4)  “Dried”  eggs;  (5)  Currants,  sultanas  and 
raisins;  (6)  Oat  products  [i.e.,  oatmeal,  rolled  oats,  etc.);  and  (7) 
Honey. 

The  above  articles  must  be  marked,  if  imported  from  foreign 
countries,  with  the  word  “ Foreign  ” or  wiih  the  name  of  the  country 
in  which  they  were  produced ; or  if  imported  from  the  British 
Dominions  the  word  “ Empire  ” must  be  used. 

The  packages  in  which  apples,  tomatoes,  etc.,  were  received 
have  been  e.xamined  at  wholesalers’  premises  and  were  found  to  be 
marked  in  accordance  with  the  Orders.  Several  retail  traders  who 
had  omitted  to  mark  imported  apples  or  tomatoes  were  cautioned,  and 
there  has  been  a more  general  disposition  to  observe  the  conditions  of 
the  Act.  Minor  breaches,  especially  by  street  traders,  occur  from 
time  to  time,  and  will  recur  unless  much  more  time  than  is  at  present 
available  is  given  to  inspections  under  this  Act. 

Eggs.  One  business  premises  is  registered  for  the  cold  storage 
of  eggs.  This  has  been  inspected  at  intervals  and  the  special  provisions 
relating  to  the  storage  of  eggs  have  been  observed.  The  requirements 
of  the  Orders  with  respect  to  the  marking  of  eggs  by  retailers  have  been 
carried  out  generally  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

459  inspections  of  I'actories,  Workshops  and  Woikplaces  were 
made  during  the  year  and,  on  the  whole,  they  were  found  to  be  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  16  notices  were  served  for  various  defects, 
none  being  of  a serious  nature,  and  in  many  cases  the  defects  were 
remedied  without  notice.  No  legal  proceedings  were  instituted. 

Fifteen  notices  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
calling  attention  to  insanitary  conditions  : — 8 in  factories  and  7 in  work- 
shops, all  of  which  were  remedied,  in  the  majority  of  cases  before  the 
receipt  of  the  notice  by  the  Health  Department.  Si.x  notices  of  occupa- 
tion were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector. 
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OutworkefS.  Twelve  lists  containing  the  names  and  addresses  of 
twenty-six  out-workers  were  received  from  employers. 
Homework  was  found  to  be  carried  on  under  satisfactory  conditions 
and  no  case  of  infectious  disease  was  notified  as  occurring  in  any 


outworker’s  home  during  the  year. 

INSPECTIONS. 

No.  of  inspections : Factories  •■■■  •••.  ••••  51 

,,  ,,  Workshops  ••  105 

,,  ,,  Workplaces  • ••••  303 

DEFECTS  FOUND. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ••••  ■•••  ••••  19 

,,  Ventilation  ■■■  • ••••  ■ ■ 1 

Overcrowding  ■•••  ■ ■■  ■■■•  ••••  nil 

Drainage  of  floors  ■■■•  •■■■  • ••••  1 

Unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  accommodation  .•••  10 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  ••••  5 

Not  separate  for  sexes  ...  • ■ ■■■  1 

Other  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Notices  of  occupation  received  fiom  FI. M.  Inspector  ...  ...  6 

Notices  of  Sanitary  defects  (in  factories)  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  ,,  ,,  (in  workshops)  ...  ...  ...  7 

Lists  of  Out-workers  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

No.  of  Out-workers  on  list  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SMOKE  ABATEMENT)  ACT,  1926. 

Complaints  of  nuisance  from  smoke  were  fewer  than  in  previous 
years  and  were  in  respect  of  factory  chimneys  which  have  been  under 
observation  for  some  years. 

The  bye-law  made  under  the  Public  Health  (Smoke  Abatement) 
Act,  1926,  provides  that  the  emission  of  black  smoke  for  a period  of  two 
minutes  in  the  aggregate  within  any  continuous  period  of  thirty  minutes 
shall  until  the  contrary  is  proved  be  presumed  to  be  a nuisance. 

All  observations  are  carefully  timed  and  recorded  and  on  no 
occasion  has  black  smoke  been  observed  for  two  minutes  in  the  half- 
hour  nor  smoke,  other  than  black,  in  sufficient  volume  to  warrant  the 
service  of  a notice.  Where  smoke  has  been  observed  for  more  than  one 
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minute  in  the  lialf-hour  the  attention  of  the  owner  has  been  called  to  the 
matter  and  usually  this  has  been  sufficient  to  affect  an  improvement. 

Several  of  the  chimneys  are  situated  near  dwellings  and  often 
must  be  an  annoyance  to  the  occupants,  but  they  readily  admit  that  the 
time  limit  is  seldom,  if  ever,  reached.  Smoke  nuisances  from  the 
chimneys  of  two  wash-houses  in  connection  with  private  dwelling  houses 
were  abated  under  the  powers  of  the  Bath  Corporation  Act,  1925. 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

The  number  of  complaints  of  rat  infestation  received  and  investi- 
gated during  the  year  was  2.35. 

For  the  five  preceding  years  the  figures  were  ; — 

1930.  1929.  1928.  1927.  1926. 

227  238  253  165  114 

The  procedure  usually  followed  has  been  to  test  the  drains  or 
sewer,  if  these  are  suspected,  and  if  any  defect  is  discovered,  to  open 
the  ground  for  examination.  In  the  event  of  the  trouble  arising  from 
a private  drain  a notice  to  make  good  or  reconstruct  is  served  upon  the 
owner  ; the  work  being  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Inspector 
and  tested  by  him  on  completion.  Defects  in  the  sewer  are  reported 
to  the  City  Engineer  and  the  work  carried  out  by  his  staff.  In  many 
instances  there  were  indications  that  the  rats  came  from  old  stone 
or  defective  pipe  sewers,  or  from  defective  connections  between  house 
drains  and  sewers.  In  other  cases  defective  drains  or  bioken  traps 
appeared  to  be  the  outlet  for  rats  and  in  some  instances  the  rats  made 
their  way  from  watercourses,  disused  arches,  etc.,  and  rubbish  heaps. 
After  the  defects  are  made  good  poison  baits  are  laid  in  order  to  get  rid 
of  any  rats  whose  return  has  been  cut  off  The  premises  are  visited  for 
a few  days  and  when  they  are  reported  free  the  result  is  considered 
satisfactory.  Having  done  all  that  is  possible  to  clear  the  pr^unises, 
the  occupiers  are  reminded  that  it  is  their  duty  to  take  steps  to  prevent 
the  further  ingress  of  rats. 

I regret  that  our  efforts  have  not  met  with  the  support  and 
assistance  of  occupiers  one  would  Irav'e  expected.  Their  co-operation 
in  this  work  is  essential.  In  an  area  where  rats  are  known  to  be  present 
it  is  useless  for  one  to  do  his  utmost  if  there  are  neighbours  who 
are  careless  and  whose  habits  encourage  rats.  In  man}'  instances  the 
accumulation  of  household  rubbish  has  been  found  to  be  a breeding 


59 


place  for  rats,  and  the  practice  of  throwing  out  scraps  of  waste  food, 
together  with  the  hnperfect  method  of  storing  house  rtfuse  provide 
nourishment  for  numbers. 

The  problem  of  rat  extermination  is  a difficult  one  owing  chiefly 
to  the  migratory  habits  of  rats  and  also  to  the  neglect  of  ordinary  pre- 
cautionary measures  by  many  people.  In  an  old  City  like  Bath  the 
difficulties  are  gieat  because  of  the  mrmber  of  disused  underground 
premises,  old  culverts,  etc.,  but  a great  deal  of  useful  work  has  been 
done  and  many  premises  have  been  freed  entirely  from  rats.  In  some 
instances  rats  have  re-appeared  after  an  interval  of  several  months, 
and  in  these  cases  I think  the  responsibility  should  devolve  upon  the 
occupier.  The  continued  use  of  a man  from  the  Engineer’s  department 
has  been  of  the  greatest  service.  His  work  has  been  to  apply  the 
smoke  and  other  tests  to  drains  and  sewers,  to  open  the  ground  for 
examination  and  make  good  afterwards,  to  visit  and  re-visit  premises 
and  lay  poison  baits,  etc.,  to  apply  gas  tests  where  practicable  and 
generally  assist  in  the  work  of  rat  extermination. 
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LIST  OF  FOOD  CONDEMNED  AS  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 
AND  DESTROYED  DURING  1931 


Weight 

Weight 

Meat,  Poultry,  etc. 

in  lbs. 

Fish 

in  lbs. 

Bacon 

18 

Cod  

79 

Beef  (English)  ... 

3657 

Codling  ... 

56 

Beef  (Imported) 

817 

Cooked  Corned  Beef  ... 

18 

Cod  s roe 

28 

Cooked  Ham 

6 

Crabs 

18 

Lamb  (Imported) 

181 

Dried  Fillets 

112 

Mutton  (English) 

269 

Mutton  (Imported) 

135 

Dried  Haddock... 

70 

Ox  Livers  ( „ ) 

27 

Kippers  ... 

98 

Pork 

Sausages 

1489 

18 

Lobsters... 

15 

Venison  ... 

15 

Mixed  Fish 

428 

28  Turkeys  

164 

Mussels  ... 

224 

145  Poultry  

33  Pheasants,  53  Partridges, 

423 

Salmon  ... 

15 

39  Grouse,  11  Ptarmigan, 

Shrimps... 

8 

26  Pigeon,  41  Ducks 

295 

Smelts 

7 

1 Goose 

14  Hares,  28  Rabbits  and  31 

7 

Various 

135 

Total  Weight : 

Total  Weight  : 

3 tons.,  8cwt.,  2 qrs.,  2lbs. 

10  cwt. , 1 qrs. , lOlbs. 

Weight 

No.  of 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 

in  lbs. 

Tinned  Goods 

Tins 

Apples 

860 

Beef  

1 

Cherries... 

196 

Condensed  Milk 

17 

Lemons  (26  cases) 

Loganberries 

2 

Lettuce  (968  heads) 

Peas  

4 

Plums  ... 

112 

Pine  Apple 

3 

Potatoes... 

22,578 

Plums  

3 

Tomatoes  

196 

Prawns  ... 

2 

Salmon  ... 

13 

Sardines... 

9 

Total  Weight ; 

10  tons,  13cwt.,  3qr.,  21bs. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  AND  REMOVED  DURING  1931 
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tExcluding  Patients  from  outside  the  City  Area  ’Including  six  “carriers.” 

Note  A Summary  of  Statistics  relating  to  Number  of  Notifications,  Number  of  Deaths,  .Incidence  and  Death  Rates  of  Infectious 
Diseases,  will  be  found  on  page  7,  an  analysis  of  Deaths  according  to  Age  Periods  on  pages  62  and  63,  and  a further  note 
in  connection  with  the  Notification  of  Tuberculosis  on  pages  32  and  33. 


CITY  OF  BATH 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1931. 
Deaths  in  Whole  District  at  Subjoined  Ages. 
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BIRTHS,  DEATHS  UNDER  1 YEAR,  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY 

1931. 


Total 

Leftitimate 

Illegitimate 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female  | 

Total 

Births 

406 

392 

798 

385 

367 

752 

21 

25  I 

46 

Deaths  (under  one  year)  ... 

22 

10 

32 

20 

10 

30 

2 

i 

2 

Infant  Mortality 

54 

26 

40 

52 

27 

40 

95 

1 

1 

43 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

At  Home 

At  Hosp. 

6 

3 

3 

6 

— 

— 

SUMMARY  OF  METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS 

Taken  at  9 a.m.  G.M.T.,  at  Henrietta  Park 


1931 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apl 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Year. 

Ji  1 Mean 

392 

40'7 

41T 

47’2 

53'3 

593 

60-4 

594 

54-0 

49'3 

47-1 

42-9 

49-5 

^ do.  Average  30  yrs. 

41T 

407 

432 

46'8 

53'4 

57- 3 

6U3 

604 

565 

507 

43-5 

416 

49-7 

gj  Highest 

518 

53-4 

63  2 

66'0 

71-2 

75-1 

72'4 

75'9 

707 

68'9 

602 

59-5 

75-9 

o.  j Date 

20 

9 

27 

11 

26 

4 

1 

4 

16 

12 

3 

4 

§ Lowest 

22-8 

27'5 

2F5 

32'4 

34'5 

39'5 

452 

37-5 

34  5 

229 

31-9 

22  3 

2L5 

H \Date 

9 

2 

10 

30 

5 

26 

21 

26 

8 

27 

22 

19 

Humidity... 

86 

83 

75 

75 

72 

73 

73 

78 

83 

84 

89 

89 

80 

= ( Total  in  inches  ... 

1'82 

2'48 

072 

2'58 

2'97 

260 

4'21 

3'57 

1 69 

098 

3 90 

1'56 

29  OS 

1 ' No.  Wet  Days 

18 

21 

6 

18 

16 

16 

19 

17 

13 

11 

22 

11 

188 

^ 1 Mean  of  65  yrs.  .. 

2'87 

2'30 

219 

208 

200 

2-10 

2-57 

295 

2 56 

328 

2 83 

3-31 

31  04 

' do.  Wet  Days  ... 

15 

14 

14 

13 

12 

11 

13 

14 

13 

16 

15 

17 

167 

Sunshine,  hours  ... 

69T 

71'9 

1352 

99'7 

157T 

184-8 

1437 

129-4 

107'7 

1142 

646 

4F2 

13186 

Do.  Mean  of  25  yrs. 

48'6 

72'0 

1100 

159  3 

197-7 

197-4 

1994 

180-5 

146  8 

996 

64-0 

403 

1515-5 

• I 
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f • f 


